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A. PREFACE TO 
| the Reader. 


\ Oftor Scillingfleer hauing late- 
ly horns Book - entitled , 
A Diſcourſe concerning the I 
practiſed in che Church of Rome; &c. 
{being aRejoynderro a reply of an yn- 
known Catholick Gentleman'engaged 
in ſome former Contrguerly with hum} 
at che end of the Same Book hath an- 
nexcd certain Principles, drawn up, as Mais 
he faich , 79 give an Account of the Prote- 
Pan-Faub, 
— Now as touching/the main Book, ic 
would be inciuilicyand injuſtice in any 
other to inuade the Right of his worrhy 
Aduerſary by, vn ing an Anſwet 
Ire his.  Aduerſaties Anſwer 
therefore , as che rimes permitr, and r@ 


Gods mercy I leayue bim: jf grape bo 
may repent and endeavour ſome ariſe 
faction 1. For his a che whole 
Catholick Church of borh Wele «. 
ern and Eaſtern ( fot che ſame Pradtiſe 
as to Seyerall of his [dolauics ae in 


2 1j 


" mana an = ens fn this Chee to 
undamencallEtrour); 2. For his repre- 
lo, HigheſtDeuocions praftiſed 
malt Antiquity in the ſame Church, 
yiſticall* Theology ,, Contempldrion, 
cauenly Inſpirazions, all thoſe” Super- 
hit Favours and familiar Commu- 
nications. of rhe Diuine Maſcſty to 
puret "foules receiued in Prayer , Bro 
continued. ſtill in his Church ("as alſo 
Miracles Ire, and fo atreſted inher Hi- 
preg uktows indeed ro ſtran- 
foolichnelfs to Greeks , his 

aig al wy I fay, as ridicu- 

ſepreR Fabatici, Capes: : chough 
ke knowes that” Gs olicks. account 
ag the obti, ed ro fubmiccall theſe 
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che Saints there. woo '$ yoyng Fo 
& tu in me, ut ſint conſ#mmark. Wt WM; 
and S. Pauls , Viuo., non cg9, {eg inme 
Chriſtus, will hordly become matter of - . 
Drollery and. Bouffopry2 3+. SR 5 
king ſo many of Gods glorioys;Sants 

in Heas mleorconle frame 


_ 
hen a 3 


wichther is 1 me 
of alt pi ” ialed, he. many: receive 
his 5> ar | 


The all of zþeſe,, not very grato- 
bully Gs a of hig-Book., tb en , 
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PREFACE. 

, proue aferuice not alrogether 

rnbenckclt 2 diſcouer \cheir wea-/ 
progntvy rr ally fince by ſuch-a diſc: 
hole preceding Book will 


be deontaed moconclding agunt 
Gods Church. 

And'this is here the-racher ,and with 
grearer confidenee vndertaken, becauſe, 
fince iris Impicry ro deny in generall 
thar: erue Chriftiar Fairh harb acerrain, 
vamoueable Foundation ; in caſethere- 
fore ir-shall appear thac che Foundarion 
here layd by the DoQtor is bura meer 
crembling Quikſand'vn which'sChri- 
ſtian cannot withour a dreadfalldanger 
to his ſoute build his Fairh, namely, An 
Errability in the Guides of GodsChurch, 
and { Inerrability in all neceſſary Doltrins 
pos nr urty > Os pre 
" ndefimitely 10 all ſober Chriffiats , who 
without any neceſſary tonſalting or 

ding on ſuch Teachers as haze been 6 

redly God hall of6 their cers endeanours 
ro find ont fech Truths) this Foundation, 1 
ſay{nor Seriprure, bur each agen mans. 
ſenſe of Scriprare) being ruined, ir will 
vnauoydably follow s rec jr 

rein way nt to be miſled, will be = 
wilting #nr Internal Afens «nel Bilief 


* by \ \ s 


'PREFACE... 
Charch-authorizy which thoſe who hane ' 
diflented from ,and refuſed to ſtand ro 
before Luchers cime haue bepn atways 
marked with the name of Herevicks. 

Where by Charch-aarhorizy , Lacan in 
generall that Superior-and-more coms- | 
prehenſiue Body of the Eccleliaſticall 


Hi ; which inanydiflenc and di- 
vilion of the Clergy; according to the 
ChurchCanons ought to be obeycdzand 


which hach' bicherco in her O_ 

and moſt'generally 

ch Sabin y90 begrning equi 
of Ana 


her (elf the 
Title ge Ts re authenrticall Incer- 
rerer of Serighuany and autharicariue 
cacher 'of Diuine Verities.  - 
A Submiſfionchis is /which-no parti- 
cular Church divided: from rhis more 


Vniuerſall can with the leaſt prerenco of 
reaſon challe | her Subjedts, 
finco she her ( tarly che 


Chet of England) refifedhe ſamers 
all che Authority Cn—_ in che world 


herds rurmeer blamedby M: Chit... 
þ= ma herem; of the 
Jnd by any orher Divine 

aj 
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- PREFACE: + 
of late ypon whom. bls Book hath had 
to0-mult. influence; they — 

$14.4 are forced;ro diſclaime that Submiſſion 
>.523- which the Church of England formerly 
6:5«. had challenged in her-Canons, and ſe- 
zz4, ucrely;,cuen with Eccleliaſticall dearb, 
+13 punishedtherefuſers vatillthey should 
repent (not their Externall Difobedien- 
ce or Contradiction, but ) #heir wicked 
rrour. The 39. Articles being declaredin 
—_— F, —_—_ _ ay by _ 
Church agreed. vpon . for #he. aveydi 
aliocioe of Opinienss ard theeltabliching 
of Conſent touching true Religion. 
Now thar theſe larer Divines. dodecline 
ſuch Submiſſion, Lneed goe no-furcher 
chen' ro Doctor Stillingfleers Rationall 
Account. for proof, where ,the. Lord 
Rein. Primar of Ireland is. cited [thus , The 
r-55 Charch of England doth not not define any 
"of rbeſe 2ueitions( ſpeaking ofthe 39. Ar- 
ticles) 4s neceſſary #6 be believed., but only 
binds her fannes for Peate ſake not to oppoſe 
them. And again, We do uot ſufereony may © 
#0 rejet# the: 39: Aviitles of the Churth nf 
England at his pleaſure yet: neitberdo ws =» 
oblige any manto believe rhew , butonly wot 
#0 contraditt them, Thus they ſpeake of 
'Jate, and thus M*, Chillingyorth hath 


d 


ty 


.-.*PREFACE: 
cleared the way before thera, in abrid- 


” 
—_ 


ging rhus the juſt Authority of thePri= _ 


mitine Councills 5 The Fathers of the p-200. 


Obzrch { faith he) in after times might 
haze juſt cauſe 10 declare their judgment 
rowching the ſenſe of ſome general Articles 
of the Creed. But tooblige others to receine 
er Declarations under pain of damnation 
(or Anathema ) what warrant they had 
1 know not. He that can thew , either 
that the Charch of all Ages Was to hae 
this Awthority ; or that it conrinacd in the 
Church for Aees, and then expired; 
he that can-thew either of theſe things , 
tet him : for my part 1 cannot. Tet I wit- 
lingly confeſs the Indement of 4' Councill 
though not infallible \yet f6 far Direttine 
and obliging , that without apparent reaſon 
ro the contrary it may be fin 10 rejett it, at 
leaft nat to afford it an om ard ſubmiſſion 
for Publick peace ſake. <; 
Now by this way our lace English 
Diuines ſeem to haue broughtrhe Au- 
thority of cheir Church inro a -greac 
diſteputacion and wayning condition, 
and to haue excuſcd , yea juſtified all 
Seats which haue, or shall ſeparate from 
her. For indeed whar fault canitbeto 
forſake the Dodrine of a Church, 


PREFACE. 

whoſc. Teaching none is bound to-be- 
licue or obey out of conſcience? and 
which quietly ſuffers, yea liberally re- 
wards her ſons, while they thus diſpa- 
rage her} _ 
_ Theſe Principles therefore Ilayd by 
the. Doctor, which, by aduancing the 
Clearne(s of the Rule ſo asroinferrthe 
vicleſneſs of a Guide, do ſcem bo, fup- 
plant what ſocuer Authority of any 
Church , are here weighed in the fol- 
lowing Conſiderations. The great im- 
portance of which Subjett requiring 
Expreſhions ſerious, modeſt, and cucry 
way vnlike thoſe made vic of by the 
Doctor in his Book , ſuch haue been 
ſtudioufly endeauoured here , wichour 
the leaſt reſenrment Of ſcucrall vnci- 
uill and vamericed Afſperſions which 
in the fayd Book the Do@ar hath 
caſt ypon ſcuerall among vs : and the 
ihore moderate any 9s the more 
ummoderatcly haue they bene traduced. 
God Almighty inſpire into all ous hearts 
- a lincere loue of Phace and Truth. 
Amen. 


4- D*. STILLINGELEETS 
PRINCIPLES. 


Giving an Account of the Faith of 
* Proteſtants, 


CONSIDERED. 


He Principles, &c. which 
Doctor Stilling fleet , has 
Jane 2h expedient * to. 
expoſe at the end of his 
Book , to render an Account of the Prote- 
AN farts Faith;are ſert down in threeranky. 
The ff conſiſts of S;x Principles,agreed 
on both ſides. The ſecond contains Thir- 
ty Propoſitions for enquiring into the parti- 
cular Ways Which God hath made choyce 
, 0 ies revealing his will ts mankind : 
of which Propoſitions ſome 'are alfo 

1. Principles, Fm agreed on , and par- 

1+ -rly nor; and ſome-are DedwudFions , from 


-chem ; Bur we, following the! generall 
A 


Title, will call chem all, Principles. In 


_ the | ird rank. , ix Corollaries or Infe- . 


rexces are deduced from the fore-going 
des 24 yon , tothe advantage of the 


. cauſe of Proteffants againlt Catholicks. 


Princap!. 


To all which , we here offer the fol- 
lowing Coxfiderations. 


I. 
PRINCIPLES. 
Agreed on all fides. 


1. That there is a God , from whom 
Man and all other Creatures had their 
beginning. 

2. That the Notion of God doth imply, 
that he is a Being abſolutely 7 jo and 
therefore Tuftice , Goodneſi , W i/dom and 
Truth , maſt be in him in the higheſt per- 


fettion, . ,* 


3. That Man receaving his Being from 
God , is thereby bound to obey his W ill, 
ang conſequently is liable to punichment , 
4n taſe of diſobedience. 

4- That iu order t@ Mans obeying the 
w#l gf God, if is neceſſary that he know 
what it.is ; for which ſome manifeſtation 
of the W ill of God is neceſſary : bath that + 
| Man may know whut he hath to do and 


+ - bo FY [3 
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4 1.3.) TOs 
that God may juſtly 
it not. - ; | 
5, What ever God reveals ro Man, is 

infallibly true , and being intended forthe 
Rule of Mans obedience , may be certainly 
know # to be his W 3l.. 

6. God cannot att contrary to thoſe eſſen- 
' tiall Attributes of Tuftice , Wi 1 
Goodneſie and Truth in any way Which he 


makes choyce of , to make knows bis 
Wil! unto Man by. 


" *O »? 2 - R- 
*"z2*\ 
. 
. 


, 


It were impiery to queſtion any of cage. 
theſe Principles . which are”, or oughr®* 


ro. be preſuppoſed not only to the 
"Chriſtian , bur all manner of Religions. 
"We will therefore proceed ro the ſe- 
cond Rank. , conſiſting of 30. Propoſi- 
tions ; Which we wall ſert down fin- 
gly and ſepararly, annexing to each a 
reſpective Examination , or Conſideration, 
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An Enquiry inco the particular ways 
_ which God hath made choyce of for 
the revealinghis Will to Mankind. 


I.- PRINCIPLE. 


r.Prin. 2, CAn entire obedience to the will of 
God , being agreed to be the condition of 
mans happineſſe; no other way of Revela- 
rion is in it ſelf neceſſary to that end, then 
fach whereby Man may know what the 
will of 'God is. 


Confid. This is granted. 
_- . JL. PRINCIPLE. 


2. Man being fram'd a rationall creats- 
re , capable of refletting vpon himſelf, may 
antecedently to any externall Revelation, 
certainly know the Being of God , and his 

e wvpon him , and thoſe things 
which are naturally pleaſing to him; elſe 
there could be no ſach thing as 4 law of 
Nature , or any Principles of Natural Re- 


ligios. 


2. Prime. 


mn 
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This may' granted. FY 4 
0T. PRINCIPLE... _ 


'3. AU Supernatural and external Re» 
wvelation , muſs. ſuppeſe the trurh of Natu- 
zall Religion ; for unleſſe we be amteceden- 
th certain-that there is a God ,. and that 
We are capable of knowing him, it is im- 
paſſible ro be certain that. God hath revea- 
led his will ta: us by any. ſupernaturall 
means. 


Ler this be granted. 
IV. PRINCIPLE. 


4. Nothing ght- 0. be admitted for Dg- + Prine: 


vine Revelation, w hich ouerthrow s the cer- 
rtainty of thoſe Principles which, muſt be 
antecedently ſuppoſed 10 all Divine Revela- 
tion : For A g. Were. to onerthrow the means 
whereby. we. are to judge concerning the 
ruth of any Divine Revelation, 


. , Let. this alſo be granted. 
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3- Prize. 


Confed: 


3» 


Conſid. 


Conſe 


5. Prine. 
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V. PRINCIPLE, 


5- There tan be no other means imagi-" 
wed , whereby we are to jug of the truth 
of Divine Revelation , but a Fatulty in vs 
of diſcerning rrath and falshood in matters 
propoſed to our belief; which if we do not 
exerciſe in judging the truth of Divine Re- 
velation, we maſt be impoſed vpon by ene- 
ry thing which pretends to be foe. 


Here , if the Dofor means , That 
every Chrittian hath a faculty in him , 
which , as to all Revelations what ſoeucr 
propoſed to him, can diſcern the True and 
Divine. , from others that are not ſo; and 
when « Revelation ; rertajnly Divine ,-is 
capable of ſeveral ſenſes , can diſcern the 
rrue ſenſe from the falſe , all this excluſs- 
wvely to, and independently on; the Inſtre- 
ion of Church -anthority : This Propeſs- 


-#i03 15 norttrue. For then none will need 


( as experience-thews they do ) to re- 


payre ro any other Teacher to inſtru 


im , when a dubious Revelation , or 
when the ſenſe of any Divine Reve- 
larion, is controuerſed, which is thetrue 
reyelation-or which che ſenſeof it. » 


It is aburidant! tit , 
Wee our ſelues , any Pee» ror. omnny 
our Lord to guide vs , and mere eafily 
couctable by vs, have a Faculty ; ayded. 
the Divine aſliftance, to diſcern O—_ 
Falshood in thoſe Revelations 
wherein wee our ſelues cannor ; that 4 At 
ticular Chriſtians? in x5 folloving theſe 
Guides, may not be impoſed vpon byevery thi 
which da 4 to ipod oper 0? 2 


VI. PRINCIPLE. 


thar eyther Additie- 


6. The pretence of Infallibilit Linde in ay ee 


p*riſen of Society of won , muff 


in the ſame way , that the rat 
vine Revelation 5s ; for rs ”n Bite 
being challenged by Pu Cele wg 
ral s A a4 16 affire 
men Loon the foe ods for 
means muſt be /ed for the tryall of that, 
as for any other all y ay of Gads 


making known his will to men. 


Here, if che Doftor means , That by Conf. 


the ſame way or means-2s Ys cometo 
know the truth of other Divine Re- 
velations-, we may come 26 know rhe 
cruth alſo of chis , viz : the Infallitility 

i Necefſawics of a: Sit Ld ER R 


7. Princ. 


$ Wy ' [ f das 7, 3 
conſent to- it, But:nor-to this, Thatby 
ell- or only the ED or nord 
which we may come to knoy one Di- 
vine Revelation, we may, or mult come 
to know any other, or this,of Church- 
Infallibility. For fome' Divine Revela- 
tion may come firſt ro our knowledg 
by Tradition ; another firſt by Scriprare; 
another by the Charch. fee below , 
Conlid. on the 17. Principle. 


VII. PRINCIPLE. 


7. It being zn the power of God ro make 
choyce of. ſeverall ways of revealing his 
W 4 io vs, we onght not to. diſpute from 
the Attributes E God 'che  neceſlity : of 
one particular Fay.co the Excluſionof 
all others , but we pught to enquire 
what way God himſelf hatch choſen : 
and whatever he hath done, we arc ſu- 


_ re cannor be peo />-a ro Infrait Inſti- 


Confld, | 


v. Prine? 


Goodneſs, and Truth. 


ce, W i/dom, 
This is granted. 
VIIL PRINCIPLE; 


8. Whatever way is capable of cev- 


This likewiſe is granted. 
IX. PRINCIPLE. 


Confid. 


9. There are ſeveral ways conceaveable 9.Prine. 


by vs , how. God may make known his 
Wi ro ws ; exther by immediate woyce 
from Heaven ; or oe Inſiration. to 
eve articular z Or 7 grino 

wy As pros ah ge wht 4. 76; 
them with. an infallible ſpirit in writh, 

ſuch Books , which shall a the Wil 


and future Ages. 


% 


. 


- To theſe ſeucrall ways by which Confid 


God xeveals his Will , the Dodor 
might have added this gne more-, as 


of God for the benefit of diſtant perſons , 


& 


poker 


te, Prone. 


' capable of being underſtood 


oo not cher to at tex, - 
(as the Writings of Moſes 

were hot , not any W though 
poſlibly yet hardly. can be, when writ- 
ren at ſcuerall- rimes , by feucral per- 
ſons, on fcuerall and choſe particular 
occaſions, in different ſtyles, &c. ). By: 
eur Lords giving 4 Commiſſon ts, and 
leaving a flanding CAuthority in the Suc- 
cefſors of theſe holy Pen-men to expound 
theſe their W ritings ts the prople , and 
by affording them for ener ſach a Divine 


Aſſiſtance , as in nothing neceſſary to miſ- 
interpret them. 


X. PRINCIPLE. 


10. Tf the W il of God cannot be faffs- 
ejently declared to men by Writing , it 
muſt garva be cg forth end eg can be 
pes. or that end , or that it 
can nexer be ; kSws ro be written by men. 
infallibly aſffted: the former is repugnant 
zo common ſenſe, for Words are equally 
Kewor Wri- 


ten, the later onerthrow s 
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XL PRINCIPLE: 


11. It bt agreed emving: all Chritiabs, iy 


that alt God in the the 
Wat 0 ed be nd ay Fr 
mediatly by a Y vice of ſecyet inſpirations, 
yet wks od hee w* communicate his 
mind ro ſome immediatl rw d to write 
his W ill in Books to ſerned for the 
benefit of future 4 Lo re! ora 
that theſe Bodk.s of the New Teftament 
Which we now receaxe were [6 written 


by Cari om” and Diſciples of Tefws> 
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" The DoQtor declaring how God after 4d. | 


che firſt Ages leas'd to communii- 
rate his mind © by o the he Wrieings ( of Moſes 
&c.) might and ought ro have added 


as a Truth, That he alſs left 4 Tudge in 


caſe of any Controner, iba about the 
fenſe of thoſe W ritings, to whoſe ſenten- 
ce phe people were to ftand, and ds accor- 
ding to CONeY Eu as the ſame 
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XIL.-PRINCIPLE.. 


2.%vins; 1, 7.2, Such W ritings haning. been recti- 


wed by the Chriſtian Church of the frft 
Ages. as: Divine and Infallible., and being 
delivered down 45. fach to v5 by an wni- 
wer/all conſent of all Ages ſence , they ought 
ro be owned by. vs as the certain Rule of 
Faith , whereby we are to judge What the 
W il of God is in order to our Saluation, 


 wmleſſe it appear with an evidence equail 


F. 7+ 


fo that whereby we believe. theſe Books 
ta be the Word of Gad , that they" were 
never intended for that end , becanſe of 
their obſcurity or imperfettion. _ _ 


'Here, theſe words ( whereby we are 


=. ts wdge) being vnderſtood. not- uniwer- 
fal 


{ly ,of all Chriſtians , bur. of thoſe ro 
whom amongſt Chriſtians , this Offi- 
ce of judging in dubious caſes, is de- 
legated. by our Lord : Or vnderſtood 
vniuerſally ,thar is, fo farr as the ſenſe 
of theſe Scriptures is to all-men clear 
and vndifputable , This Pwopolition is 


granted. 


4 


| | and Goodneſſe of God to gine infallible ofſu- 
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X11; P KINCIPLE. : 


» 
: 


gs Alchough we cannot argue againft 


axy particulet 'w oy of Renclation from the 
ary Advidions of God, yet ſuch a way 
as W riting being made oft by him 
we may juſtly ſay, that it is repugnant ts 
rhe nature of the , and che W i/dome 


rance to 5] in writing his Will, 
for the benefit of Mankind , if thoſe 
Writings may nor be vnderfiood by all 
perſons who” ſincerely endeauour to know 
the meaning of them in all ſach things as 
are neceſſary for their ſaluation. 


This Principle is vnſound. Becauſe 


if God ( who according co the DoQors © 


7. Principle , may reveal his Will in, 
or withour W riting , after what manner 


he pleaſerh ) may revealicin theſe Wri- 
rings {0 ,as that in many rhingsitmay | 


be clear only ro ſome perſons more ver- 


ſd in the Scriprures and in the 


Churches Traditional ſenſe ofrhem,and 
more aſliſted from aboue. according. ro 
their employment, which: Perſons he 
hach appoinccd co inftrudt rhe reſt , and 


x 3.Pri"e: 


6.8. 


| theſe to learne it of them gin 


F. 9. 


m_— g e% 


ces or Points wherein ro 0s fabs 
Gods Will is obſcure; then, I ay , 
though theſe Writings be. not ſuch as 
thar cuery one may attaine the ynder- 
ſanding of them by his owne endea- 
vours, yet if he may by others, namely, 
tis Inſtructors, this alſo conffs rc 
withthe Dinine deſigne,with his W i/dome 
and Goodneſie, as allo ir would, had he 
left no Writings art all, but only Tea- 
chers to. deliuer his Will perpetually 
ro his Churcff. 


. Concerning theſe Vvritings pretended by 
the Door to be intelligible by all Perſons, 
&c, I find as it ſeems to me , a contra 
Principle aduanced by Better Field, ( aper- 
ſon of no small authority in the Church of 
England) in his Preface to the large Volume 
he thoughrit neceſſaty to wtite on theChurch. 
Seeing (ſayth he) the Contronerſies of Re- 
ligion ( that is, in things of great conſequen- 
ce , as he ſays afterwards.) in or times are 
rown in number ſo many ; and in matter fo 
entricate , that few baue time and leaſure , 
fewer #rogh of vnderſtanding to examing 
them ;, Vohat remaineth for men deſirous of 
fatisfattion in things of A. ch couſtquence ; bus 
diligently to ſtarch ont which amongſt all the 
Secreties of the world is that bleſſed" Compa- 


. of Holy Ones, or | cull of Fe: 
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of Truth , that ſo be may embrace her Com- 
-munion , follow her Direffions , and reft-in 
hey Tudgment ? rp any tb ne who in 
his laſt words (reft in ber Zudgment ) ſpeaxs 
home enough , and diſcouers the only of 
cacious way. of curing Sets. And ſee alſo 
vyhether this doth not confront the Doors 
29. Principle, Church-Infaliibility rhere being 
ehonged into Charch. Aufority ,and the Prin= 
ciple being applyed to priuate mens PraQtiſe, 


And whats need is rhere of Bishops, 
Presbyrers, or any Eccleftaſtical Paſtors 
among. Proteſtancs , as to the Office-of 
teaching or expounding theſe Wri- 


. tings , if theſe in all neceſſaries are clear 
to all Perſons who fancerely endeauonr to 


know the meaning of them , I man, ex» 
cluſively to their repairing co thele Pa- 


_ Kors for the learning of ir? 


And goth . not the Doctor here to 
cuacuate'the infallibiliry of the Chur- 
ches Gouernors introduce an it bi- 


- .iry or Inerrabilliry of euery particular 


Chriſtian in all points neceflary, if fuch 
Chriſtians will, that is, if only hesball 
ſpncerely endeauonr to know the meaning 
of them? 


fmcerity of this 
the Door. 


neyther cruſt to the Faith of his Gui- 
des ,nor the ſufficiency of his own in- 
duſtry.) For ſurely this /ancere , is nor 
all poſſib/e, endeauour ; ſuch as is lear- 
ningthe Languages, peruſingCommen- 
chiling. tators , &c. But as MF Chillingworth 
7-'2' {( who anchored his whole Religion 
on it ) ſtares this Point., namely, 

ſuch a-meaſure thereof, as humane Prudence 

and ordinary Diſcretion, ( their abilities 

and opportunities , and all other things con- 
ſidered ) 5hall aduiſe. And thus , Tach a 
clearneſs in necetiarics muſt rhe Scrip- 

tures hauc as ſuirs with the very loweſt 
capacities. Such a Clearneſſe , I lay , euen 

toall Articles of che Arhanaſian Creed, 

if theſe be cſteemed Neceflaries ; and 

euen as to the Conſubſtanciality of the 

Son wich God the: Father. In which 
notwithſtanding the whole Body of $0- 
cinians dares to oppoſe all Antiquity, 

vpon- prerence of cleare . Scripture to 

"che contrary. | | 

$. 11+ But then the DoQor 1s act > >< 

1 ? 


o 
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fider, Thar it cucry Chriſtian "may be- 
comethus Infallible inNeceſfaries from 
I. a clear Rule, z.a due Indu Foo 
3- and a certainty thar it is fo vieds 
May not the Church-Gouernors till 
much rather be allowed infMible; and 
ſo rerain ſtill cheir infallible Guide-ship; 
and the People alſo , the more clear 
the Rule of Faith is proucd to be , the 
more ſecurely be referred to-their di- 
re&tion ? And haue we not all reaſon 
ro preſume that the chief Guides'of 
the Church ( cuen a General Councill 
of them, or if it be but a major pargo? 
this Councill , tis ſufficient ) 'in"tllei 
conſulrs concerning a Point 
co ſaluation deliuered in Scripture, v 
at leaſt ſo much endeavoxzr ( for more 
needs not ) as a plain Ruſtick doth, to 
vnderſtand the meaning of ir; and alſo 
the like ſonceriry? For whar they define 
for others, they define for themſclues al- 
lo, and-their Saluation is as much con- 
cern'd , as any other mans is , in their 
miſtakes. 

And next : Why Res. nor _ 
Gouernors , ypon' ſuch certainty of a 
tincere no Mt and clearneſs of the 
Rule, take vpot them to — theſe 
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18 Dr. Srilline fletts £38 
Points , andenjoyn anaflent ro, and be- 
liefof-chem ro their SubjeQts ; eſpecial. - 
iy. ance. it is affirmed , rhar. all thoſe, 
m whom they require ſuch Obe- 
dience , if they pleaſe ro vie a ſincere 
endeanour% may be. certain thereof , as 
well as they ? And are we nor here again 
arriued- at Church-Infallibiliry , if gore * 
from .extraordinary Diuine aſliſtance, 
yet from the clearneſs of the Rule ? 
Oaly we muſt ſuppoſe ſuch /ancere en- 
deanour in the Church , as the Doctor 
allows-may be in exery privat man. And 
thus does not his conditionall Infalli- 
billt of particular perſons in neceſla- 
ries, the condition being ſo caſy , ne- 
ceſlarily inferr a Morall Impoflibilicy 
of the Churches erring in them?W hich 
ought the rather to be admirred by 
them : Since ſome of their Divines,; to 
make. this their Problem the more iu- 
ſtihable , thar che Scriptures in all ne- 
ceſlaries are clear- to all . perſons, 
think ir a ſafe way in the next place 
to contraCt theſe neceſlaries to the Apo- 
ſles Creed. 
11. - Dur afrer all, ſuppo theſe Gouer- 
x-:13- nors in ſtating ſome. Points fallible 
enough : I cannot hence gather any juſt 
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Principles , Conſidered. 196 
"_ park Upries y ſubmiſſion 
of their judgment ro them , vpon pre- 
rence rl 1%. AgP: , becauſe Goth 1 Falli- 
biliry of their Supcriors in ſome Points 
can , reaſonably , be ſuppoſed to ariſe 
from norhing elfe, bur ſome obſcurity in 
the Rule , which muſt be greater {till 
co their Subjects : and then , whar mo- 
re fitting and ordinary, then in matrers 
of Pwr Aron ro How a prudent 
and experienced , though fallible, per- 


ſons DireCtion , rather then our own? 


Laſtly ſuppoſe this granted, Thar the Scrip- 
tures ſay bs vnderſtood by all perſons , in 
all things neceſſary ( and ſo an infallible 


Guide yſeleſſe; ) yer I ſee not whar aduanta-' 


ge the Door can maxe of this Principle 
or the Proteſtant Religior. For fince the 
ſence of Scripture is now de fatto debated 
between Catholixs and Proteſtants about ſo 
many neceſſary Points of Faith , the Do@or 
cannotwith truth or charity affirm the ſenſe 
of theſe Scriptures clear to be vnderſtood 
on the Act: wank: fide ro all thoſe who fin- 
cerely endeauour to, xnow their meaning , 
where the Major part of Chriſtendom yn. 
derſtands their meaning conrrary , as he muſt 
grant they doe in all thoſe hee accounts the 
common Errours both of the Greex and Ro. 
mani Church: ( a large Catalogue of which 
may be fonund in many Pr I 
* 1 
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And will he charge all 


L6 +Dy. Srulline fleets 
e as defeftive 
in a ſincere endeauour 2 But rather ſuch ſin- 
cere endeauour being indifferently allowd 
to all parties , he ought ro pronounce the 
ſence of Scripture to be clear , if on any, 
on that ſide as the Major part doth appre- 
hend it : Which certainly is nor the Prote- 
ſtant. - 

- For Example : How can the DoQtar ra- 
tionally maintain this Text Hoc eft Corpus 
menm, {o often repeated with out any varia- 
tion of the Terms , to bear a ſenſe claar.on 
the Proteſtants ſide ; that is, That the Eu- 
chariſt is mot in 4 litterall or Proper ſince the 
Body of Chriſt ; when as they are vnderſtood 
in a litterall ſence by much the Majas part 
of the Chriſtian world, not onely the Weſtern 
bur Eaftern Churches alſo (as Monſieur Clau- 
de concedes to his worthy Aduerſary Mon. 
fieur Arnaud) to which alſo may be added 
half the Body of the Proteſtants , namely , 
all the Lutherans, Now all theſe have 
vied their ſenſes , and weighed the argu- 
ments drawn from them , as well as Prote. 
ſtanrs, 

But if the Do@or put this Text ſo muck 
controuerted among Obſcure Scriptures 
( which therefore not containing any Poine 
neceſſary to ſaluarion , ſaluation is nor en- 
dangered by it) if a Chriſtian should err or 

be miſtaxen in their ſenſe, then how comes 
this great Body of Chriſtians meerly by the 
miſtaxe of its ſence in thinxing thatour-Lord 
meaneth as the words ſound, that the Eu- 


' Pri red. 
chariſt 5s bis very proper Body, and ſoin 
ring (as they _ $, hv (5 eſe) how 
come they , I ſay , to commitr ſuch .groſſe 
Idolatry, as the DoQtor in his Boox char- 
geth them wh, and ſo all withour repen. 
rence, miſcaffy in their Saluation? 


And if from a Major part of the preſent 
Church interpreting Scripture an Appeal be 
made to a Major part of I Ancient Church, 
pretended to interpret them on the Prote- 
ſtanrs ſide ; neither will this relieue rhe Do- 
Qor., becauſe fince this alſo ( o» what fide 
—_— ſtands ) is athing in Controuerſy, 
for deciding of it we are to prefume here lixe- 
wiſe that a ſincere endeauonr being allowd 
ro all Parties ro vnderſtand the ſenile of the 
former Church , this alſo ſtands on vhar fide 
as the Major part apprehends it. Now the 
preſent Catholicx Church ( being a Major 
part) profeſſes to follow the ſence of the 
Ancient in interpreting Scripture. 


s > 


XIV, PRINCIPLE. 


14. To ſuppoſe the bookes ſo written tq 14 Prim 
be imperfets , that is , that any things ne- 
ceſſary to be heleened or prattiſed are not 
contained in them , © either to charge the 
firff Amber of them with fraud, and not 
delivering hu whote mind ; or the writers 
with tnlaceriry ins not Pugs downe ; 

=} 
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and the whole Chriſtian Church of the fir 
Ages with folly, in beliening the fullneſe 
and perfettion of the ſcriptures in order to 
ſaluation. . . 


ont The two inferences made- here by 

''* the Door are faulry. For 1. Neither 

can the firſt Author of ſcriprure be 

charged with fraud, if he hauc deliue- 

red part of his mind only by writing, 

and parr ſome other way : as the Do- 

Qour ( Prop. 7. 8.9. ) acknowledges 

he mighr : vnleſs it be manifeſt thar 

he hath obliged himfelfe by a Promiſe 

of delivering his whole mind by wri- 

ting, which is not shewed, 2. Neither 

can the. Writers of ſcripture be char- 

ged with #n/incerity, if, ſo much as they 

were inſpired with to ſer downe and re- 
giſter there,rhey hane done tr. 


6.19. Meanwhile as touching the Perfeftion of 
Holy ſcriptures , Catholixs now, as the Ho- 
ly Fathers anciently, do, grant, that they con- 
tain all Points of Faith which are ſimply ne- 
cefſary to be of all Perſons belieued for at- 
raining ſaluation. And of this Do@tor Field 

Field of may be a Witneſs , who ſaith , For _—_— 
the Chureh Faith , we my conclude ——"— to the jud- 


P317* gment of the beft and moſt learned of our Ad- 


Princyþles , Conſidere d. - 
erſaries drags: - Coven nothing M. | 
belieued , which is not either expreſly c: ained 
in ſcripture , or at leaſt by oy conſequen- 
ce from thence , and' by other things enident 
in the Light of Nature , or in 'the matter of 
Fatt , to be cqncluded. EIS 


XV. PRINCIPLE. 


IF. Theſe Writings being ow ned 4s con- "ine 


taining in them the whole W ill of God 
6 plainly renealed , that no ſober enquirer 
can miſſe of what is neceſſary for ſaluation; 
there\ can be no neceſſity ſuppoſed of any 
infallible ſociety of men either ta arreſt and 
explain theſe W ritings among Chriſtians, 
any more then there was for ſome Ages 
before Chriſt of ſuch a Body of men 4- 
mong the Tewes., to atteff and explain 
ro them the W ritings of Moſes or the Pro- 
phers. 


The Conſequence here is good, viz. cmji. 
That ſuppoſing the W ill of God is ſo clear- **: 


[ "Wb in theſe W ritings , that no /6- 
be Enquirer can miſie of knawing What 
neceſſary to ſaluation , there can be then. 
no neceſſity of any Infallible ſociety. But the 
ſuppoſition of ſuch a clearenefſle , fayles, 
as che 13. Proſioſition , on which it is 
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| ornate Comer It failes, I ay, inthe 
cnſe the DoQtor delivers it , who teferrs - 
his ſober _enqeirer only tothe Writings 
them(ſclucs for information in all Ne- 
cefſaries , Without conſulting his ſpi- 
rituall Paſtours forthe right explicarion 
of them. Nor doth the Doors Lan- 
guage any where run thus, That the will 
” of God 1s fo plainly revealed in theſe 
” Writings (for then heshould fay /6 ob- 
* ſearely rather ) that no ſober man, noc 
» Who repairs to the Writings, bur who 
» Enquires of, and learns from his: ſpiri- 
» tuall Paſtours the right ſence of them, 
» Shall miſs, &c. | 


$.:77. Bur if the ſuppoſition in the DoQors ſerice 
be allowed for true, there ſcems to follow 
ſomething more then the Do@or deduceth, 
and which perhaps he would not admit: viz. 
the non-neceſliry of any ſociety at all, falli. 
ble'or infallible, ro explain theſe Writings , as 
to Neceſlaries ( all Chriſtians being herein 
clearly taught from God in theſe ſcriptures, 
or this their Rule ) voleſs perhaps theſs Tea- 
chers may be ſaid ro beleft by our Lord for 
others to ſuperſede their endeavours ; or fer 
inſtcuQting them in non..neceffaries. 


6.48. As touching that which the Do- 


Qor in the clay 
of Moſes and 
that Moſes his \ 


were not 


might arife concernin the ſence of it: XIX.X: 


between Law and Commandement , Hatu- 

res and Indements : And 2. ſuch Doubrs * 
ariſing , their addreſs was to be made 

ro the ſupreme _ appointed- for 
deciding them. 3. W hateuer their ſen- Powere 
rence Was, according to rhe nee of 51.Xu 
the Law. that theſe should teach them, and 
according ta the judgment that they should 

rell , and inform them , they were ts do: 

and that vpon. pain of death. 


To do 5 I ſay y*according to ſuch ſentence 3. F19. 
vor only when they were to vndergo {ome 
mul&, or punishment impoſed by theſe Jud. 
ges for a fault; bur when they were enjoy- 
ned the obſeruance of ſome Law Pons 
miſunderſtood by them and ſo broxen and 
diſobeyed. This ſeems clear enough from the 
words of the Text; for who can reaſonably 
inrerpret them thus , Thou thalt not decline * 

the ſentence which they shall shew thee, © 
to the right hand or to the left , (verl. 11.) that © 
is , Thox chalt not decline in not paying the © 
nul@ in whith they shall fine rhee ,or nor © 
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» vndergoing the corporall 'punishment the 
»» shall inflict on.thee : Thow'sb, jt > Kate 4 
2» according to all that they all informe thee, © 


» and according to the ſentence of the Law that 

» they thall teack thee ( verf. 10.) that is, thou 
Shalr ſuffer what they impoſe, but not obey 
what they enjoyn. tr they were to do 
according to ſuch ſentence , vpon pain of 
death, not then only, when the pos do 

* axnowledge their ſentence to be ( juxta Le- 
gem Dei ) conformable ro Gods Law ( for 
then whar ſentence of the Tudge would ftand 
good?) but fo often as the Judge should de- 
clare' it to be conformable. ro Gods' Law : 
And when will a Judge declare his ſentence 
to bee otherwiſe? 

Laftly , not to debate here the Infallibiliry 
of theſe ſupreme Judges as toall neceſſaries 
in the Law of Moſes , Let the lixe abſolute 
Obedience be now yielded -to the ſupreme 
Ecclefiafticall Courts ; Ler their {ſentence be 
fo conformed to, ſo aſſented to among Chri- 
ſtians , for none is obliged to do a thing ( as 
the Jewes were by thoſe Judges ) but is, by 
the ſame decree , obliged to aſſent and be- 
leeue the doing it lawfull , and more is nor 
required, 


XVI PRINCIPLE. 


16. There can be no more intolerable 
V ſarpation upon the Faith of Chriſtians, 
then for any Perſon or ſociety of men topre- 


16. Prane. 


Principles , Confidered. £7 
fendto an A ; wall; ufallible in what 
they propoſe as Was in Chriſt or his Apo- 
les , without gining an equall degree of* 
ewidence that they are ſa afſited,, as Chriſt 
and his Apoiles did, viz. by Miyacles as 
great , publick and convincing as theirs 
were : by which 1 mean , ſuch , as are 
wrought by thoſe very perſons who chal- 
lenge this Infallibility , and with de- 
ſien for the conuiition of thoſe who do net 
beliene it. 
Norwithſtanding the Dofors Af- cage. 


ſertion in this Propoſition , That 4 ſo- 3 
iety pretending to Infallibility is obliged andy. 
to confirm ſuch a pretention by Miracles as compared 
great 4s Chriſt and his Apoſtles did: yet 7g... 
himſelf and the Archbishop whom he 255.346 
defends , do hold rhar there is after the zimt 
Apoſtles rimes a body or ſociery Infal- 7,745 
lible in Fundamentralls, viz. fuch Oe- 
cumenicall Councills as are vniuerſal- 
ly accepted by the Catholick Church; 
which Church,they ſay,fromourLord's 
Promiſe,canneuer err inFundamentalls. 
Now it is certain this ſociery is nor equal- 
ly aſfiſted with miracles, as our Lord or 
his Apoſtles were. Therefore the Do- 
"tor may dowell to reuiew this Princi- 


ple. 
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7. But its failings being ofnodifficule 
diſcouery, I shall nor ler it pals vnexa- . 
mined. Firſt , theo 1 fee no reaſon , that 
thoſe equally afliſted by Godin detiue- 
ring aTruth, maſtalſobec enabled by him 
to giue ancquall evidence of ſuch Afi- 
ſtace, where there is notthe ſame nece(- 
ſiry of ir ;as there is not, when the {ater 
deliver no new thing from the farmer. 
2. Again, Though none canpretend 
to be Infallible , or atually nor errin 
in what he propoſerh, bur that he mul 
be as infallible, as to the truth of char 
wherein he crreth not, as our Lord, or 
his Apoſtles ; for one , or one perſons 
truth, is no more-true then any others; 
yet in many other reſpes the Chur- 
ches Infallibiliry is. much inferiour to 
thar ofthe Apoltles ; in that it is. 1. Nei- 
ther for its marrer (o fart extended, the 
Apoſtles being affirmed infallible inall 
they, delivered, as well in their Argu- 
ments as Concluſions , both in their re- 
lating things heard from our Lord, and 
things anew inſpired by che HolyGhoſt: 
whereas the Church - Goyernours are 
acknowledged infallible only in, their 
Definitions in matters of neceſl 
Faith ; and, not in their recciuing any 


Principles , Confbdered. TY) 
new marrers inſpired by God , bur in 
faichfully delivering che Inſpirations of 
the former. 2. Newther for the manner 
arc the Charch-Gouernouts {o highly 
aſſiſted, by reaſon of the ocher know- 
ledge and cuidence they haue of thac 
Doctrine , firſt delivered by the Apo- 
ſtles, and ſo from them recceiued, which 
vnchanged they conuey vnto Poſteri- 
ty. Of which degrees of infallibiliry ſce 
Archbishop Lawd pag. 254. and 140. 

- 3- And in the third place , hence ir 
follows , thar _ hauing hom 
wrought by the fr in confirmation © 
thar hos which bozh deliuer , are 
not now alike neceſlary ro , or reaſo- 


nably demanded of the ſecond. 
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4. Yer; fince our Lord and his Apo- ag. + 
ſtles time , Miracles haue been , andare «3.4, 
continued in the Church : of which * *** 


ſee irrefragable reftimonics om by 
S.«Augaftin : In that Church, I Gy , 
that prerends Infallibilicy ; and only in 
thar Church, nor any other, deparred 
from ir, precending therero: And vni- 
uerſally ro. deny 'the truth of them is ro 
ouerthrow the faith of rhe moſt cre- 
dible Hiftortes. Bur thefe are done in 
theſe later , as in fortner , rimes , only 


30 _ Dr, Stilling fleets - + 
when, and for whar ends. God ,/and 
not man his Ir n and 
many times Without fuch perſons pre- 
cedent Knowledge, in making his Re- 
quelts } what the Diuine Majeſty will 
cfte&. Neither are the Apoſtles chem- 
ſclues to. be imagined to haue had the 
Operation of Miracles ſo in their power, 
'as as to do theſe in any kind, when, 
and upon what \ Perſons they pleaſed, 
or others demanded. For ſuch a 'thing 
would beoffucha force vpon mensyills 
ro compell chem intro Chriſtianity , or 
to reduce unto the Catholick Church 
Chriſtians ſtrayed from ir, as the Diui- 
ne Prouidence , perhaps for the grea- 
ter tryall of mens hearrs, and merit of 
their Faich , hath not ordirfarily vſed. 

5- Laſtly , Miracles remaining ſtill in 
this Church, though they be nor pro- 
feſſedly done for conuincing a Diſlen- 
rer in this or that particular Truth , yer 
do ſufficiently reſtifie in generall a fe- 
curiry of ſaluation in the Communion 
and Fairh of this Church , if God only 
honours with them the Members of 
this Communion , and no others thar 
live our of it : as we ſee no orher Chri- 
ſtian ſociery diuided from it thar layes 


claim to chem, or shews any Records 
of them , or cuer did : ar leaſt ſuch as 
may be any way <qualled , cirher for 
— yariety , or eminency 'with 
choſe of this Church; I mean, alcbough 
ſo many of theſe be reje&cd and layd 
alide , where appears any rationall 
ground of ſuſpicion. | 


Thar the Do@or and the Archbishop do 
hold ſuch Generall Councills as haue an vni. 
uerſall Acceptation from the Church Carho- 
lix diffuſiue , to be Infallible, ſeems ro me 
clear from the places forecired in them. For 
in thoſe both the Door and Archbishop ad- 
mitt , That the Church diffufue is for ener 


preſerued Infallible in all Fundamentalls , or ' 


Points abſolutely neceſſary to ſaluation ; and 
this by vertue of the Diuine Promiſe , thar 
the Gates of Hell thall not preuail againſt her, 


and other Texts: And therefore ſuch Coun- - 


cills whoſe Decrees are admitted by the 
whole Church diffufiue , muſt be ſo roo. I 
ſay, 4s to Fundamentals ,though as to other 
Points not fundamenrall they afhrme theſe 
Councills alſo lyable to errour and fallible, 
becauſe the Church Catholics diffuſive ( ſay 
they ) is ſo alſo. « 
Among the Conditions alſothat render any 
General! Councill obligatory they require 
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this for one, that they be vniuerſally accep- %* &«. 


ted), or haue the generall conſent of the Chyi- ry 


geo Kat 
»Account, 
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ffian World. fach Councills then there may 
be. And then, ſuch Lawfull Generall Couy.. - 
eils , and ſo approued, and conſequently oblh. 
ging the ChiiRian World , they confeſs the 

rſt four Generall Councils to haue been; 
To which Councills therefore they profeſs 
all Obedience. 

Now wee {ce what xind of Obedienceir 
was theſe Councils exated, in the Athana-. 
fian Creed, accepted by the Church of En- 

land , which contains the ſumm of their 
ecrees , viz. no leſs then aſſent and belief 
and ſubmiſſion of judgement , and all this open 
penalty of eternall damnation. And this , if ju- 
fily required by them, inferrs , vpon the Do- 
Rors arguing , their Infallibilicy. For { ſaith 
he, where Councils challenge an internall A/- 
ſent by vertue of their Decrees ( or , becauſe 
their Decrees are in themſclues infallible ) 
there muſt be firſt proned an Impoſſibility of 
error in them, before they can doox on themſel- 
nes as obliged to gine #t. And therefore He 
and the A chbishe » {o farr as any ſuch 
Councills , are llible, allow only an Extec- 
nall Obedience , or Glence, ro them. 
| Now for Obedience to theſe firſt four Ge- 
nerall Councilts 1n a ſubmiſſion-of judgment 
to them , vpon ſuch an Vainerſall Accepra- 
tion of them , the Do@tor in another place 
thus writes., The Church of England looxs 
vpon the xeceping the Deerees of the fower firſt 
Generall Conncills as her Duty : and profeſſeth 
to be guided by the ſence of ſcripture 45 Antor- 
preted 
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ed by the vnanimons conſent of the Fathers, 
f. trmnre temn ts har is, 
ſeth to taxe that which ſuch Coun- 
iger , for the ſence of {cri : Not 
then, to admit their Definitions , if firſt they 
accord with the ſcripture raxen in our own 
ſence, So alſoelſe where he ſaith, The Church 
of Tng/eod doth not admit any thing to be de- 4:39 
iuered 4s the ſenſe of ſcripture which is con- 
trary to the conſent Pike atholicx ſenſe of the 
fowr firſt Ages (that is) in their Oecumenicall 
Cotncills , as he expreſſerh ir in the prece- 
ding page. And here alſo he giues the Ground 
of ſuch ſubmiſſion, viz. « frong preſumption, 
that nothing contrary to the ne Articles 
- of Faith should be held by the C atholicx Charch, 
whoſe very being depends vpon the belief of 


thoſe things that are neceſſary to ſaluation. And 

when ( Gih he ) thoſe correſpondencies were 

maintained berween the ſeuerall parts of it , that 

what was refuſed by one , was ſo by all. In 

another place alſo ſpeaxing in m—__ of 

Councills vniverſally accepted, he ſaith, Thar 

both the Truth of Gods Promiſes , the Goodneſs 

of God to bis People , and his peculiar care of 164.537. 

bis Church ſeem bighty concerned , that ſuch a 

Councill chould not be guilty of any notorioxs 

erronr, 

Here you ſee he ſaith , that the Truth of 

Gods Promiſes is concerned that theſe Councils 

should not fall into any notorious Errenr ; The- 

refore ( ſuch Promiſes are made abſolute ro 

ſome Church-Gouernors after the Apoſtles.) -v- 

And then , where the Errony is not imtollera- boron. 
GC 


' D. Stillingfleees._ 

WV ſaith the Archbi ) at leaſt Obedien- 
(6'of Non-contradiftion will be due to all ſuch _ 
Conncills, Now a notorious Erronr it muſt 
needs be, if at Errourin Fundamentalls. And 
ſach notarious Errauc' in particular would 
this be, If they should hold themſclues (when 
they are not ) infallible-in their Decrces , and 
ſo Should require « Generall ſent ( ſuch 
as that in the Athanafian Creed ) from Chri- 
ttiats tethem, as to Diuine Reuelations , and 
maxe them DE FIDE, thereby , in caſe 
any Decree be not true, obliging all the Mem- 
bers of the Church to an Vniry in errour, 
Thus farr then, as to Fundamenrall Errours, 
it ſcems Gods Prouidence ſecures both ſuch 
Councills , and their ſubjefts : And then alſo 
for cheir'ercing in Non-fundamentalls , beth 
He and the Archbisbop put this among the 
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- The Archbi alſo is much in juſtifyin 

ehe ar ermmy” mr infallible a wr jn 
its Being, bur Teaching, and that muſt be by 
ies Councills. Doftor White , ſaith he , bad 
reaſon to ſay , That the Viſible Church had in 
all Ages taught that unchanged Faith of Chrift 


. 41 all Points Fundamentall. And again /t « 


mot poſſible the Catholicx Chureb (that is , of 
any one Age) should teach againſt the word 
of Gad in things xbſolutely neceſſary to ſalua- 
ten. Where the word (teach) shews , that he 
intehds the Gouernors of the Church in eve- 
ry Age. Lixewiſe ir another place , If- we 


an = ( faith he ) of plain and eaſy ſcripture, 


whole Church cannot at any time be withous 


. .y 
-” A : & »d - : 
it, And, 1f A.; 


the xnow ledge AC. 
+, then 164: the wholr Vniuerſall Church 
cannot wniverſally erre "in any one 
s ſimply neteſſary to 8 [alu 
" againſt no 


that 1 


erre #n any one point of Dinine Truth in ge- 
nmerall, in theſe rhe Church hall preſume to 
determine without her Guide , the ſcripture, 
then perhaps it may be ſaid , that the whole 
AMilttant Church hath erred in ſuch a Point, 
Here then the firſt, of rhe whole Church 
not erring in Fundamenralls, as well as the 
ſecond , are ſpoxen of the Church determining. 


And ſo is that ſaying of his, yiz. That tGough 12-258 


the Mether-Church Prouinciall or \National, 
may erre ,Tet if the Grand mother , the whole 
F nixerſall Church (that is , in her Generall 
Councills yvniverſally accepted controlling 
the other Prouincial or National ) gemnot erre 
in theſe neceſſary things , all remains ſafe ; and 
all occaſions of diſobedience ( that is, to the 
Grand-mothers commands _ raven from the 
poſſibility of the Churches erring. ( ann Fa 
to all neceſſaries ) are quite 14Ken AWAY. 

he. But ſafe, &c. it could not be, if the Ce- 
thalicx Church , the Grand mother , as she 
lelT, fo could not alſo witneſs , all the ne- 
ceſſary Truths againſt ſuch inferiour Coun» 
cills. | 


Bur how theſe things will ce- reconciled , 
with what the Doctor ſaith elſe where I iron 
xnow not: Let him taxe care of it : as name #54 
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. by vie mo men, Fhgp Tow gan. = 
xe , when you thinx w# reſolue our faith of - 
Fund Foes the Church as the infalli- 
ble witneſs of them. For though the Church 
maybe infallible in the belief of all things fun- 
damentall ( for otherwiſe it were nor « (nr, 
if 3t did not belieue them ) it doth not” 
thence neceſſarily , that the Church muſt i 
libly witneſs what is fundamentall and what 
Fm. not. And again That all infallible aſſiſtance 
fallibility mates not an infallible T eſtymony , or maKes 
fim. mot the Teftimony of thoſe that hake it infal- 
ſeeRatien, [ible farely Teaching , declaring its conſent , 
<Accoun 4 . 
condemning Doftrins contrary to Fundamen- 
talls , is Witneſſing , or gining Teſtimony, 


XVII. PRINCIPLE. 


i, 
p58. 59- 


x7. Prin. 17. Nothing can be more abſurd then te 
pretend the neiefiity of ſuch an infallible 
Commiſſion and _Aſiiſtance to aſſure us of 
the Truth of theſe W ritings , and to inter- 
pret them , and at the ſame time to proue 
that Commiſion from thoſe W ritings 
from which we are told nothing can be 
certainly deduced , ſuch an affiftance nor 
being ſuppoſed ; or to pretend , that infWi- 
bility in a Body of men is not lyable to 
doubrs and diſputes , as in thoſe Bookes 
ſrom whence only they derine their Infal- 
libility. 


. | va 
half OOTY | \ 


les, Conflaered. 7 Y þ 8 
E For the "ke pare of chis Prin- ft » 
ciple ( viz. Nothing can be more abſurd . 
then to pretend the neceſity of , Gig, ) If 
the Dedtor Jin the words ( at che ſame 
time to proue that Commiſion from theſe 
W r:itings.) means hero, to proue ſuch 
Commiſſion or Aſſiſtance only , or" ir 
the firſt place from theſe Writings, the 
ruth of Which Wricings are firſt or 
onely Þroucd from ſuch Commiſſion, 
&c. the Abſurdity vrged by him I 
grant. | 


1. As all Articles of Faith are not by all. $-:#- 
Perſons learnt at once , ſo neither by all, 
exaQly in the-ſame order , as is frequently 
obſerued by Catholiex Writers. A Chriſtians 
Faith therefore may begin either at the In- 
fallible Authociry of ſcriptures, or- of the 
Chucch ; and this Infallible Authority of ei- 
ther of theſe be learnt from Tradition; and 
that of the other from it, viz. 1. cither the 
Infallible Authority of the ſcriptures from 
that of the Church , the Church reſtifying 
ſo much of the ſcriptures : Or 2. that of the 
Church from the ſcriprures : Orz. Alſo, the 
Infallibility -of either of theſe may be rightly 
proucd from its own teſtimony. For who- 
euer is proued, or granted, once infallible in 
whart he faith , the conſequence is clear 
( wirthaur any Circle”, or Petitio Principii,, or 
identicall arguing ) that whatener' he doth 
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And the 
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; Dr." Sttfling fleets 

a Y of himſelfe-is rruc. 1 ſay all theſe 
Conſequences are naturall. and neceſſary. 1. - 
The Teſtimony being granted euident that | 
the-oni$dears ro rhe other , or either to irs; 
ſelfe:. and 2. the infallibiliry of one of theſe, 
either of the ſcripture , or of the Chutch, 
being , firſt , learnt nor from irs own; or the 
others teſtimony , but from Tradition. 

*2: When a Catholics then firſt recejues-an 
aſſurance of the Truth, or Canon of ſcriptu- 
re from the Infallibility of the Chygch, or- 
irs Gouernors , he may learne firſt rh ſuper- 
natural Divine affiſtance and Infallibiliry 
of theſe Gouernors ( which is made'xnown 
by Divine Renclation ro thoſe firſt -perſons 
who communicate it ro (poſterity) from'Tra- 
dition deſcending from aye ro age , in ſuch 
manner,as the Proteſtant ſaith, he learneth his: 
Canon of ſcripture from Tradition, To'which 
Tradition alſo may be committed by out Lord, 
or his Apoſtles , wharever is to ſcripture. 

$. Neither may we thinx , that this Dini- 
ne Affiſtance or infallibiliry of cheſe Guides 
of rhe Church in neceſfaries , should either 
hot have been, or not haue been a thing well 
xhown to, or belieued in rhe Chorch by this 
( to uſe the DoCtors retms ) Derinatine and 
a ewoare ſenſation of Tradition , if there had 
een no Dinine Writings: for foe the Chriſtian 
religion Without ſuch writings would haue 
been no rationall and well gronnded, no ſta. 
ble and certain Religion , which ſurely che 
Doctor will not affirme. And this that is ſaid 
here of the Churches -Infallible Anthoriry, 
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the Chriſtian faith, For ,as the Dodtorſaith, *;*; 


It is enident /fromighe N ature of the : 
that the W of 4 Dinine ry 
not nectſſary for the ground and reaſon of Faith, 
as to that Renelation. Becauſe men may be- 
liene a Dinine Rexelation without is, as is 
euident in the Patriarchs and Chriſtian Be- 
leiners beſore the Doftrine wrinen. 

4- Such Infallibility in neceſfaries then 
being ſo ſertled in the Gouernors and Paſtors 
of the Church, ( the Apoſtles and thoſe orhers 
ordained by them , by whom the World was 
comnetted )as that had there been tio fi 
rures , it should net have failed : for fo 
Church would haue failed too. The ſacceF. 
ſors cannot be imagined ro become diſeria. 
bled'; or deprived of ir, becauſe the Apo- 
les" afrerwards wrote what they taught; 
bur rather by fuch Writings more ſecured 
in ir:Becauſe che Belief of this Infallibility 
of rhefe ſuccefſots receines a ſecotid euiderice 
fromthe Teſtimony thereofalſo forhd ih the. 
ſe Writings, Thus both wrirren,, and vnwrit. 
ren , Tradicion- Apoſtolicall arteſting ir. 

5; Now that thefe Governors of the Church 
(who haning an apparent ſaccefſion;, theit 
Teſtimony maſt have been ynqueſtiotiably 
belieted by Chriſtians in whar-they taughe, 
in caſe there had been no ſcripture) alwayes 
reputed and held x -Dipinely afli- 
ſted , and infallible for all, neceſlacies , and 
that this was the Traditine Faith of the 
Church { grounded on our Lords Promiſe) 
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in all , ſufficiently appears by their in- 
(cering from rime to time ( as hop thought . 
firr') their Deciſions ingrhe Creeds and b 
their - Anathemarizing Diſſenters ,- 8 the 
Churches tiling them. Herericxs. For no 
Authority ( if we belicue the Door ) but 
that wich proues it ſelfe Tnfallible , and the- 
refore which is Infallible , can juftly require 
our internall Aſſent , or ſubmiſſion of ne. 
And Proteſtants allowing only an externall 
obedience, or ſilence, due to Councills Fal- 
lible, inferrs that Councills Fallible can ju- 
fly require no more : and conſequently thar 
ſuch Councills are Infallible hs juſtly re- 
quire more ; as did the fowr firſt Councills, 
with the voluntary acxnowledgment alſo and 
ſubmiſſion of their ſubjeQs ro ſuch an Au- 
thority aſſumed them, We find indeed 
ſubordinate Councills alſo ſtating ſometimes 
marters of Faith , cenſuring' Heretixs ; and 
requiring aſſent to their Decrees ; bur ſtill 
with Relation to the ſame Infallibility-reſi- 
ding in the Generall Body of Church. Gouer- 
nors , and their concurrence therein ; Th 
not poſling ſuch AQs without conſulting the 
Tradition and Iudgment of other Churches, 
and eſpecially of the Apoſtolicx ſee: and a 
generall acceptation rendring their Decihons 
authenticx and valid. 
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2. For the latter part of this Princi- 
ple] Nothing is more abſurd, then to pre- 
rena that Infallibility in 4 Body of men, 
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is not as lyable to donbts and di ,- 
| in thoſe Bookes from whence only they de- 
rize their Tnfallibility. } If the Doftor 
means here (as in his Rationall Account, 
thatthe ſentence of a Body of men In- 
fallible is; he ſaith nor , in ſome things 
lyable tro ſome Doubts ; but «s {yablero 
Doubts and Diſpures, as the Infallible 
ſcriptures ( forthere he maintains ;Thar 
the Decrees of Councills ave as lyable to 
many Interpretations , as any other W ri- 
Tings. again , If the ſcriprures can- 
xot put an End to Controuerſies on that ac- 
connt ; how can Generall Councills do it, 
when their Decrees are as lyable ro 8 pri- 
wate ſenſe and wrong Interpretation , as the 
ſeriptures are , Nay more, &c.) I fay, if 
this be his fenſe, then, notto compare 
Abſurdities here, Is not this all one as 
if he aid , That-a Preacher or Com- * 
menrator can , or. doth ſpeak or write © 
nothing plainer, then 'the Text ? Nor , 
che ris giue a ſenrence any more ,, 
intelligible, then the Law ? That Coun- « 
cills can, or haue decided nothing clea-. « 
rer , then the thing that is in Contro- © 
uerſy? And fo, no Party is caſt by them, © 
fince it appears [not , for whom they _ 
declare > And that the Decree of the ,, 
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” Council of Trent, as ro Tranſubſtan+ 

”» ciation , remains ſtill as diſpurable , as 
the Text, HoceſfCorpus menm? Burthen, 
how comes it ro paſs , that Proteſtants, 
when che Definitions of larer Coun- 
cills are urged againſt them ,, do not 
conteſt chem as dubious, butrejet chem, 
as EITONREOUS? 


$.34 From the ſame miſarguing the DoQor el. 

4-12 ſewhere concludes , That the argument of the 
| Vnity (in Opinion ) of the Roman Party, be- 
re” they are ready. te ſabmic their Pudgmen 
t6 the Determination of the Church , will hold 
4s.well ( or better) for the V nity of Proteſtants, 
45 theirs ; becauſe all men are willing to ſubmit 
their Indgments to ſcriptures , which is on all 
fedes ues to be Infallible. Thus He. Now 

d 


fo con 


er it, Moſes his Law preſcribed by 
Dexter. God for an Infallible Rule , yer had Tudges 
”” appointed , when Doubts and Contentions 
hapned about the meaning of it , ro explain 

the ſenſe : Pur ſauiour , accordingly in the 

3% Ghoſpell, when any one had a Controuerſy 
againſt another , ( which Controverſy perhaps 

might be Hereſy , or his Brothers teaching 
ſomething contrary to the Rule of Faith 
ordered , ypon fach Perſon: his not being 
otherwiſe reclaimed , that in the laſt place 

the matter Should be brought to the Hearing 

of the Church , and ſach Perſon , if not hea- 

ring the. Church, to be excommunicated 

Nov I aſs , to what end either of theſe, if 
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ſuch perſons be no nearet to Vniry of | 
nion, of conuidtion and ending their 1:5 
by ſubmitting their j to the ſentence - 
of rheſe In , or this Church , then be- 
fore they were in the ſame ſhbmiſſion of theirg 
to the Rule; Infallibility alone ends not Con- 
rrouerſies , bar clearnefs; Clearneſs- in the 
Point controuerted :; Which if the ſcripture 
hath , how comes Controuerſy about ir? and 
Contronerſies berween ſo great Parties, Chur- 
ches , Nations? In this ſenſe of ſcriprure Ca- 
tholixs diſfenting , repair to the Deciſion of 
the Chureh { wi if any way obſcure is ca- 
pable 'of being made by it afreryard mare 
ricelligible ) ſubmit to its Tudgmene , and (6 
become vnited in Opinion in all thoſe Points 
the Church decides : wherein Proteſtants re- 
joyce in their Liberry ſtill ro diſagree. Vni- 
red in Opinion , I fay ;rrueor falſe, here mat- 
rers not : We ſpeax hereof Vnion, not of 
Truth. Bur now , w hen the ſenſe of ſcripture 
is the lixe matter of Controuerſy berween 
ty o ſets of Proteſtants, as frequently ir is, 
Whar Courſe do they nn Vnity of Opi- 
nion ? Repair they again ro ny 
; cotrovehi Pike che e can tiener decide whic 
of the ſenerall ſenſes they raxe*rhem in-, is 
the rrue. Repair they to ſyhods? So the Ar. 
winians. and Antiarminians did 2 Then ſure. 
ly rhis they do , becauſe that Vhniry ( provi. 
ded there” be a ſabmiffion of Indgmene ro 
borh ) is artainable by the ſenrence of rhe ſy. 
nod or Church , which is not by that of the 
feripture. Which is the thing here denyed by 
the Door, 


* Andhenceitproceeds, rhar Catholicxs muſt 
be much more vnited in Opinion or Iudg- - 
ment , then Proteſtants ; in as much as they: 
all owne ſubmiſſion of Iudgment ro ſo many. 
Councills , which the other reje& ; Theſe nor 
accepting the Decrees of aboue fowr or five 
of thoſe Councils, whilſt the Catholixs ad- 
mit of fowr ( or ſuppoſe, three ) times ſo ma- 
ny , and namely of one, the Councill of Trent; 
of which Soauc afhrms , That in all the Coun- 
. Cills held in the Church from the Apoſtles 
times untill then , there were nener ſo many Ar- 
ticles decided as in only one ſeſſton' of it. And. 
Proteſtants. aggrauate the Tyranny of the 
rch of Rome in rying all her ſubjeQts vna- 
' nimouſly ro belieue,, and that as neceſſary ro 
ſalvation ſo many Points of Faith, wherein 
theProreſtanrs leaue ro all men liberry of Opi- 
nion, And moreouer , as for thoſe Differences 
that remain till , or $shall ariſe hereafter , 
they are alſo concluſiue among them by the 
ſame way of Councills, ypontheacxnowled- 
ged obligation of a. common ſubmiſſion of 
their judgments, I ſay not, all their differen- 
ces whatſoeuer &e concluſiue ( which cauſeth 
ſome wonder in the DoQor , that this thin 
' is not done.in an Infallible Church) but 7 
many of them wherein the Church finds on 
any ſide ſufficient euidence of Tradition; or, 
for the gravity of the marter ;a Neceſlity of - 
Deciſion: The ſame Diuine Providence that 
reſerues his Church perpetually Infallible 
in all things neceſſary to bedetermined, diſ- 
poſing alſo , that for all ſuch neceſlaries, there 


«|! by "4 


hall bo-s. ns ans | 
either of the Concluſion ir ſelfe , or its Prin- 


Ciples. 

=. for ſeuerall other matters of Diui- 
ne Reuelation, where whar is to be held as 
de fide is not ſufficiently yer cleared , either 
by reaſon of the ſenſe of ſcripture, or of the 
ſenſe of ſome Conciliary Decree ſtill diſpu- 
red among Catholicxs , in matters that are 
called indeed, by the one or other Party , de 
fide , as they yariouſly apprehend this ſenſe 
of ſcriptere , or Councill ; No ſuch agreement, 
I ſay ,in matters of Faith thus taxen, is atall 
pretended: And their accord in the reſt fufh- 
ciently tranſcends that of Proteſtants, Bur 
euecn theſe alſo are capable of rhe ſame. ſer- 
tlement, when the Churck $hall paſs a new 
ſenrence concerning them. 


d 


of Traditiva ,. 


I” bids. 
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Here then may be reſumed that Expreſſion _ 


ſeleQed by Dodtor Tillotſon to maxe {port Parks. 


with , viz, That in this their Faith ( name-. 52-53- 


ly , as to Points thereof determined by the 
Church ) it 5s impoſſible that (atholixs Should 
differ one from another , and that there chould 
be any Schiſm among them. The Reaſon' is 
plain, becauſe in all ſuch Points they vnani- 
mouſly Submit their judgment to their Mo- 
ther rhe, Church : or if any doth nor , he cea- 
ſerh to be a Catholics, Whereas Proteſtants 
not acxnowledging any neceſſary Obligation 
of ſuch Submiſlionto any Superiours amon 

them, itis impoſlible thardebares and Schiſms 
Should be ausyded by them. 
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XVII. PRINCIPLE. 


'\2:>in... 123. There can be © hazard to any par- | 


ſon in miſtaking the meaning of any par- 
ticular place in thoſe Bookes , ſuppoſing he 
uſe the beit means for nnder/tanding them, 
comparable to that which exery one runs 
w ho belienes any perſon or ſociety of men 
to be infallible ho are naf : For in this 
later he runs vnauoydably into one great 
errour , and by that may be led into 4 then- 
ſand; but in the former God hath promiſed 
either he shall not erre , or he shall not be 
damned for it. ; 


God hath made no ſ#ch Promife concer- 
ning any one , Who wſeth his beſt endea- 
ours for underſtanding ſcriprure , that ti- 
ther he shall not erre ,or nat be damned for 
i: ,if ſuch endeauour be vnderſtaod ex- 
clufiucly ro his conſulting and embra- 
cing the cxpolitions of the Church : 
which ifthe DoQtor includes, then Ca- 
tholicks alſo affirme , that in neceſlaries 
ſuch perſons cannot miſtake. Neither 
can ſuch Promiſe be pretended neceſ- 
fary, ſince God hathreferredall ;in rhe 
dubious ſenſe of his ſcriptures , to the 


] - ple , Confedertd. 
Directions ae-and odtine of hi Mi 
ſters , | ir . £ ? : om: he | 
harh ſer vaer chem, zobring chem in the 77+, 
V nity of the Faith to aperfet# mas, and that 
they may not betoſſedto and fro and carryed 
about with enery wind of Dottrine by the 
fleight of thoſe that lye in wait to deteiue. 
and, withoutwhich Gude S.Pererobſer- 
ues thar in histime ſome perſons(for any 
thing we know , diligent enough, yer) 
chrough wan of learning ,"and the in- 
ſtabiliry of adhering to their Guides, 
being unlearned , faith he , «nd vnſtable,..vco. 
wreſted ſome places of [criptare, hard to be * © 
vnderffood , to their own deſiruttion : The- 
refore theſe /criprares are alſo, in ſome 
great and important Points , hard #0 be 
wunderſiood. 

. Now therefore let the Dodtor pgiue 5.38. 
me leaue ro put theſe rwo other Pro- 
poſitions in the other ſcale ro counter- 
poiſe his. The firſt, That a Perſon in be- 
liening any ſociety of men ro be Infallible 
that are /o , hath a ſecurity incomparably 
beyond that of anotter Perſon who is ſup» 
poſed ro uſe the beſt other means, his con- 
dition is capable of , is #nder/ſfand the 
ſcriptures ,and ſo follows his own judg- 
ment : the capacity of molt Chriſtians 


leaſure, and 


o 


or 
ir being a thing vncertain alſo , when 
they hauc. vicd a duc endeauout ; And 
this a prejudice of it nor rightly uſed, 
char they do nor diſcerne in thele/crip- 
tures this Infallible Guide , which ( faich 
S. Auguſtin ) che ſcripture without any 
ambiguity doth demon#trate ; and which 


| dition yoyd of learning, 


; ae to, may demonſtrate ro them 
hat 


elſe is neceſlary. 
The ſecond Propoſition is, That there 


| 6an be no ſuch hazard to any perfor in be- 


liewing 4 ſociety of men to be infallible, 
that are not. if this ſociety be at leaſt 
more learned and ſtudied inDiuine mart- - 
ters then himſfelfe , and alſo ordained 
by our Lord ro be his Inſtructors in 
them (which Proteſtants, I hope, allow 
rrue of their own Clergy : ) No ſich ha- 
zard, | ſay ,as is comparable to thatewery 
one incurrs in miitaking the meaning. of 
ſcriptures , though we ſuppoſe he wſeth his 
beſt other means of underſtanding them, 
excluſiue co his obeying the Inſtructions 
of ſuch a ſociery. [ W nels DO FOI | 
Þy Socinians ; and all ocher groſler ſc 
of late ſprung our of Diſobcdience. ] 
| | For 
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For whereas , in fallow ing theſe Gnidey, 
ſuch perſons may fall inta fome errours , and 
perhaps ſome of rhem greet ones; is 

this larer w ay of follow ing their aw ne fan- 
cyes the unlearned may fall into a theufave, 

and ſome of theſe much greater and 

groſler, then any fuch Chriſtian ſociery 

or Body of Clergy will cyer maintain. 

For Ged hath made no Promiſe to prefaruc 

in Trath thoſe who deſert rhew Gui- 
des ; nor to reward their diligence, who 

live in difobedience. 


XIX. PRINCIPLE, 


19, The aſſiſtance which God bath pro- 1y.vrine. 
mica to thoſe whe ſincerely deſire te know 


his will, may give them greater 4//uraxce 


of the truth of what js contained in the 
Bookes of ſcripture , then it is paſſuble for 
the greateſt Infallibility in any other __ 
ſons ra do , ſuppoſing they haue not ſuch «f- 
ſurance of their Infallibility. 


1. Firſt gbſerus, that whatever Diaiae 4. 
eſffance is adyanced here againſt rhe 
s/ſurence that cari be receiued from 
Choreh - tufallibility , the (ame is morc 
againſt any «/arace that may * 
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then once in 


.too forward a Zeale in demolishing 


6.4. 


the one, rhe other alſo is dangerouſly 
yndermined. - 

. -2. The Doctor hath all reaſon here 
to ſuppoſe, him that repairs to, and is 
inſtructed by an InfallibleGuide,though 
not Knowing him to be ſuch , as well 
as him, who ſeeks for an aſſurance of 
his Fairh , withour one , ſincerely to deſere 
ro know Gods will , and wpon this to 
enjoy his promiſed Aſſiſtance , 1ofar as God 
engageth ir. And then if the Queſtion 
be, which of cheſe ewo rakes the more 
prudent courſe , he that conſults , or he 
that lays alide this Guide, for his af/u- 
rance of the truth of what is contained in 
the Bookes of ſcripture ; I should think, 
che former. Whilſt the one relyes on 
the judgment of ſuch Guide thoughr 
wile and learned , though nor infalli- 
ble ; the other on his own : On. the 
judgment of which Guide the one hath 


. much morereaſon tobe confident, then 
' the orher on his. own , who+negleds 


Prov.3.5- 


the advice of the Wiſe man [ Ne #uni- 


raris prudentiz tue\ Lean not on thy own. 


- Pragence. Aclcaſtthe DoCtor muſt granc 


e Principles , that in 
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the former (of the two) ro be de faits 
in.a;much ſafer condition. For it muſt 
be acknowledged a great benefit ro 
hauec an Infallible Guide ro shew us our 
way , though we doe not know him 
co be Infallible: for ſo we keep ſtill in 
the right way, though belicuing only, 
and nor infallible certain, thar ir is: fo; 
ſo we walke in Humility and obedien- 
ce. And if God hath direQ&ed us , for 
learning our right way,to a Guide,ſure= 
ly he will take no prudent. courle , 
who committing himſelfe ro Gods im- 
mediate Aſſiſtance, shall negleC ir; and 
break his commandement in hope of 
his fauour. . 


XX. PRINCIPLE. 


20. No mans Faith can therefore be ***": 
infallible meerly becauſe the nent 
is ſaid tobe infallible : becauſe the na- 
ture of Aﬀſent doth not depend wvpon the 
objettine Infallibility of any thing without 
us, but is agreable to the evidence we hane 
of it in our minds : for Aſſent is not built 
97 the nature of rhins , but their evidence 


0 #5, 
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cps. This Propoktion s granted, viz. Ther 

5-4 no pcrſon 1s infallibly ccrtain'of, or in 

his Faith , becauſe the Proponent there- 

of 15 infallible , vnleſs he alſo certainly 

know , or hauc an infallible evidence 
thar he 5s infallible. 

Oaly ler it be here remembred, Thar, 
for begetting an infallible aſſent ro the 
thing propoſed , it is ſufficient if we 
haue an infallible voy ens 30 of the 
hing propoſed, or ofthe Propenent only: 
Becauſe if we arc infallibly certain hy 
he cannotly in fuch matter who relates 
ir to us, we are alſo hence infalli- 
bly certain, that what he ſays is truch. 


XXI. PRINCIPLE. 


21-Prin.. 21, It &s neceſſary rherefore in order to 
an infallible afſent , that every particular 
 perjan be infallibly aſſiſted in judging of 
the matters propeſed to him to a believed: 

fo that the ground on. which a neceſſity of 

fame External! Infallible Propenent is af- 
ſerted , muſt rather make exery particular 
perſon infallible if na Divine Faith canbe 
Without an infellibls efſent ; aud ſo renders 

any other Infallibility wſeleff. TY 


AF "ITS , 


les, Conſidered. 


| j3 
This Propotition , That therefore it is cf 


neceſſary , in ordey to an infallible aſſent, 
wp _ particular perſon be infallibly 
4 in judging of the matters pro 

wo him ts 70 Fed, 1s not wo yy 
ced from the precedent Propoſition 
rightly *vnderſtood : Neither is it true: 
and ſo the Conſequence alſo faiterh, 
Viz. | ſo that the Ground on Which 4 ne- 
ceſſuty of ſame externall Infallible Props- 
nent is aſſerted , muſt rather make eucry 
particular perſon infallible , if no Dinine 
Faith can be without an infallible 4 

and ſo renders any otherInfallibility uſeleſf.] 
Becaule ( as was now aid) for the yeil- 
ding an Infallible afſcnc ro rhe things 
propoſed , it is not necellary rhar the 
perſon hauc an infallible cuidence of 
the truth of the things propotfed, that 
is , from rhe Internal! Principles thac 
prgue , or demonſtrate them : But it" is 
enough { though the things propoſed 
remain ſtill in themſchues obſcare ro 
him ) that he haue an infallible, or fuf- 
ficiently certain Euidence only of the 
Infallibilicy of che Exrernall Proponent. 
The jr: ogparonn p ww the ne- 
ceſſity of ſame externall infallible Fr, 
- is 4{jeried fos begating ſuch in 

D ij 
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lible afſenc is, becauſe che Perſon hath 
by no other way any infallible euidence 
of the things propoſed : W hich 'if 
he had, then indeed the Proponents 1n- 
fallibility , for ſuch Points , is rendred 


uſeleſs. ; 


5-4 And by this,1 hope, ſufficiently appearerh 
that miſarguing that ſeems to caule a great 
confuſion in the Do@or's Principles : whilſt, 
vpon an infallible affent requiring an infalli- 
ble Evidence ( layd down in the Twentieth 
Propoſition , and Conceded) he concludes as 
neceſſary to our yielding an infallible affenr 
ro all that the Church propoſeth, an infal- 
lible Euidence of the things propoſed ; and 
then , hence inferres the Sfolefereſs of ſuch 
infallible Proponenr. 

And here note , that though the Churches 
Infallibility to ſach a perſon as is nor infal. 
libly affured of it , ſignifies nothing 4s to his in- 
fallible aſſurance of that which 1t propoſeth; 
Yer it ſignifies much for his hauing & right 

$:efures, and ſauing Faith in all thoſe marters propo. 
deFide fed by this Church , which cannot miſguide 
"4 a” him, (ſee the Conſideration on the nineteenth 
9.Zagede Principle ) Which right and ſauing Faith chil- 
Fide; pig dren and other illiterate country people in 
p-1.5.12. the Catholics Church haue , without any 
3 449m ſuch infallible aſſurance concerning the Pro- 
put.120. ng (as is abundantly declared b Catho- 
* licx Writers ) In lixe manner the Proteſtanrs 


4.:;35. alſo aflirme , That the Holy ſcriptures may 


Principles , Conſidered. 5 

ſignify much.to the begerring a true and Fa 13 flueh 

uving Faith even in_thoſe whe cannot from y7.xide: 

Vnuuerſall Tradition certainly proue them to P4þ- 3-< 
be the Word of God. / h 


XXII. PRINCIPLE. 


22. If no particular perſon be infallible 12 vrie. 
in the aſſent he gines to matters propoſed 
by others to. him-, then no man can 4 in- 
fallibly fare that the Church is infallible: 
and ſo the Churches Infallibility can figni- 
fy nothine to our infallible aſſurance without 
an equall infallibility in our ſells in the 
belief of it. 


[ 1f no particular perſon be infallible in cafe. 
the CAſent he gines to matters 09ers, _ 
&c. ] Here [ Matters] is lefr indefinite 
If the Doctor means , to any matters at 
«ll propoſed, the Propoſition and Con- 
ſequence thereto annexed , are trucand 
granted. But on the contrary, a parti- 
cular perſon may be infallible in the 
aſſent he giues to /ame matter propoſed, 
viz. to this, That the Church is infallible. 

If he mcans , (9 all matters propoſed, then 
it is: faulry and denyed: For though ne 
particular . perſon - be infallible in the 
| D iiij 
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aſſent ke giues to all -cona8 propoſed 
by othets to him, yet may he be ſo in 
this, the Churches Infallibility. And fo 
the Conſequence alſo is voyd; and the 
 Charches Infallibility will frenify as much 
as is expetted to mens infallible afſuren- 
ce in thoſe marcers it propoſcth. 


Here then Cathvliexs »ffirm , Tharthough 
enety perſon i3 not {0 , an oa way be, 
and FX antecedently oo Faerie of 
ſcriprure , ar leaſt with @ morally-infallible 
certainty ( or What ener Certainty thar = 
be called Ich Vniverſalt Tradition can af- 
ford ) afſufed of this Dwine Revelation, the 
Churches Infallibiliry , from ſuch Tradition 
and other Motiges of Credibility as Prote- 
ffanns allow for a fufficiemly , or ppy- 
infallible and certain ntans of bdlieuinp the 
ſeriptures to be the Word of God. On which 
Word of God , of Didine Renelativn the ſe- 
mrafl Articles dtliutred by ir , in the fenſe 
rheir Own private jodgicent apprehends rhe 
Proteſtant: grotinds his Fairh : Again . on 
which Word of God, or Divine Re 
in the ſenſe this Infallible Church interprers 
rhe __ Articles the Catholicx grounds his 
Faith, 


Bot as the Proteſtants except here 


from being primarily proanded on, or 
proued by the- ſire Driphere » this 
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Fundamenrall Point of Faith, TR - 
ſcriptares are the true W ord of God; fo 
chey muſt giue Carcholiks alto leaue to 
except here this their Point of Faith, 
rhe infallibility of the Church ,from being 
primarily, vt, as to the firſt means-of 
Knowing it, grounded 0n,or learnt from 
che reſtimony of this Infallible Church. 
For this Point may firſt come ro'the 
Belicuers Knowledge cither from Tra- 
dition , ot from the Holy ſcriptures (as 
is explained before in the Confidera-. 
tions 0n-17. Principle. $. 28.) Fromrhe 
ſcriptures I ſay, as the ſenſe of them 
is now learnt , not from chis Infallible 
Church , bur either from rheir owne 
ſofficient Clearneſs in chis Poinc 1 or 
from Tradition. | 

Nor are Carholicks neceſlied in ar- 
ging againſt Proreſtanrs ( who 
che fcriprutes © be Gods Word ) to 
vic any other Teſtimony then thar' of 
cheſe ſcriprures. for a ſufficicncly clear 
Proof of Church-Infallibiliry. For I 
think 1 may call thar a clear Proof, 
eaen according to the DoCtots common 
= of Mankind, which by the moſt 

the Chriſtian World is raken to be 
fo, notwithſtanding chat a Party , ca 
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gaged by their Reformation in an'ap= 
parent contrary intereſt *, do contradift _ 
Ir. Yer whilſt chey deny a ſufficienc 
| Evidence of Church-LIafallibilicy ro be 
found in ſcripture, if they wouldallow 
_ a ſufficient Euidence of Church-_Au- 
thority eſtablished ro decide Ecclehaſti- 
call Controuerſies with Obligation ro 
Externall Obedience , by this Auchori- 
ty they would be caſt and filenced for 
the former,ifa much Major Part may 
be admirred ( as it ought )ro giue Law 
ro the W hole. | 
Inthe Belicfand Profeſſion of W hich 
Church-Infallibility , and ſubmiſſion of 
priuate mens judgments , to her ſen- 
rence paſſed in her ſynods the Greek 
Church ſeems no way varying from 
the Roman. Jeremias the Conſtanri- 
nopoliran Parriarchin his Conteſt with 
the Lutheran Proteſtants , is much in 
this, as a ſure Retreat for ending Con- 
rrouerſies , and eftablishing Peace. For 


x-3... he rells them , That thoſe Points which 


| haze been determined or commanded /yno- 
dically af ter a Legitimate way of Coun- 
cills , they are received by all Faithfull 
Chriftians as conſonant to the Diuinely- 
Inſpired ſcriptures. And in the Conclus - 
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fion of thar Anſwer, he faith ;It ir ne 
law full for vs confiding in ow own pri 
Explication , to underſtand , to 7 worn 
enterpret any ſaying of Dinine ſcripture any 
otherw ayes then as hath ſeemed good to 
thoſe Theologues who haue been approued 
and es Holy ſynads diretted b 
Gods ſpirit ; leaft that declining from the 
right Euangelicall Dodtrin, the Cogceptions 
of our minds should be carried about hither 
and thither like a Proteus. But ſome will 
aske, How hall theſe things be reformed? 
How ? Euen thus by Gods Aſſiſtance , if 
we take not into onr hands , nor giue cre- . 
dit to any things beſides thoſe which haue 
been inſtitured and ordained by rhe Holy 
Apoſtles and Holy fynods. He who obſernes 
this limit , is our Companion in cele- 
brating Dinine Myſteries, he is of tte ſame 
Communion and Faith with us. Again in 
his Preface to the ſame anſy cr he ſairh, 
We will gine our Anſver,not alledging 
any thing of our own , but from the ſeauen Ti... 


Occumenicall ſynods ( the lalt of theſe is *'**5 


that ſo much perſecured and befoold 
by DoCQtor Stillingfleer in bis laſt Book) 
And from the ſemtence of Holy Dottors 


interpreters of Dizinely inſpired ſcriptures, —— _—_ 


whom the Catiolick Church hath by an ** 
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F nahimous confent receined : fince the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt hath breathed forth by them and . 
ſpoken in them ſach rhings 4s chall forener 
remain unmooued , a5 being founded on the 
Word of God. For the Charch of Chriff 
is the Pillar and groand of Truth, againſ? 
which the Gates of Hell shall nexer pre- 
wail, as God has promiſed. Here we fee 
in the the Zcale for Coun- 
cills and for Fathers (caken colleftiuc- 
ly ) as an Infallible Guide, as is in the 
Weſt , and the like endeauour v0 re- 
duce Proreftants to the ſame acknow- 
. ledgment and humble fabmiſfion of 
Judgment. 


XXIII. PRINCIPLE. 


*3-Prin. 23. The Infallibility 0 exery perticuley 


perſon being not aſſerted by thoſe who plead 
for the Infallibilit of a Church , and the 


one rendring the other vſeleſs ( for if enery 
perſon be infallible , what needs any Re- 
Preſentatiue Church be ſo tao) and the in- 
fallibility of « Church being of no efett if 
enery Perſon be not infallible in the belief 
of it, we are further 6 enquire what cer- 
tainty men may haue in matters of Faith, 
Jnpefing me Externall Proponent robe infal- 
ible. 


Principles , Conſidered. 6 


TheObſeruarions made vpon the three «cc, 
mmediarly foregoing Propoſitions ( the 5: 


marcer of which is repeared- in this) do 
Shew thatthey no way ſerue him for the 
vic he would here make of them. 
The ſenſe of which Propoſitions, as 
far as they hauc any truth in chem , may 
be returned -vpon bim, thus: fince the 
Infallibility af any particslar perſon , as to 
the aflenr he either doth, or may giue 
to this Point of rhe Churches Infalli 
bility is aferted by thoſe who plead for the 
Infallibility of a Church : And ſince ach 
infallibility of a parcicular perſon as to 
this poinr , dorh nor x Wee oe render 48 
all the Infallibility of « Charch wſelef to 
him, viz. as to his learning ſtill from her 
all choſe ocher Points of Faith of which 
he hath no infallible knowledge or 
certainty otherwayes , ( is which there- 
fore he not being infallible, char he may 
not erre in them , i# #5 neceſſary. thes 
the repreſentatiue Church be ſo : ) And ſo 
fince the Infallibility of che. Church 
is ſtill of moſt important etfeR:, boch 
ro thoſe who hauc and to thoſe who 
az' yet haue not any infallible cer- 
tainry of this her Infallibilicy , _ 
both theſe in a true , right and {aving 


6 D,. Srilling fleets 

Faith , as to thoſe Points where of they 
haue 'no cerrainty : Therefore there 
needs no Enquiry after a further Cer- 
zainty for tha our Faith ,in which we 
haue one already from his infallible 
Proponent, the Church. 


XXIV. PRINCIPLE. 


24. There are different degrees of Certain- 
ty to be attained according to the different 
deerees of Evidence and meaſure of Diuine 
Aſriſtance ; but every Chriitian by the uſe 
of his reaſon , and common helpes of Grace 
may attain to ſo great a degree of Certain- 
ty , from the connincing arguments, of the 
Chriſtian Religion and authority of the 
fs , that on the ſame grounds on 
which men doabt of the trath of them they 
may as. well doubt of the truth of thoſe 
things which they judge to be moſt eni- 
dent to ſenſe or reaſon. | 


| Here , if the Doctor means , Ther 
| $48: exery Chriſtian by the uſe of his Reaſon 
and common helps of Grace (that is , as he 
hach exprefled it already Principle 13. 
and 18. by his peruſing the ſcriptures, 
and ſincerely endeauouring to know: 


24. Prince. 
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Principles, Conſidered. 
their meaning , excluſirely ro his: ne- 
.ceflary repair to any externall infallible 
Guide or Proponent , as: he pretends in 
Principle 13. 15. 23+ ) 994) attain t0 ſo 
great 4 degree of certainty , as to all ne- 
ceſlary Points of Fairh, ONELY from 
the connincing arguments , of the Verity 
of the Chriitian Religion and Authority 
of ſcriptares , as that ſuch a  perjen May 4s 
litle Pubs of them , as of the things moſt 
euident to fenſe or Reaſon; This Principle 
is denyed. 


And for the reaſon of this denyall I re. $-49- 
ferr ro whar is ſaid before to Principle 13, 35," 


and 18. And [ appeal alſo ro what Doftor 
Stillingfleet himſelfe elſewhere tells us in 
his Rationall Account , [t ſeems reaſonable , 
ſaith he, ) that becauſe Art and ſubtilty may 
e v/ed by ſuch , who ſeex to peruert the Ca- 
tholics Doftrin ; and to wreſt the plain places 
of ſcripture which deliver it , ſo far from 
their proper meaning , that very few ordinary 
capacities may be able to clear themſclues 
of ſuch Miſts as are caſt before their eyes , the 
ſenſe of the Catholics Church in ſucceeding 
times may be a very uſefull way for v3. to em- 
brace the rrue ſenſe of ſcripture , eſpecially in 
the great Articles of the Chriftian Faith : as 
for inſtance , in the Dottrine of the Deity of 
Chriſt , or the Trinity , &c. 
Now $hould not the Door , inſtead of 


25. Prince, 


. 


faying \, the ſance of the Catholich Church in 
ſucceeding Afes may be a very vſefull way - 
& vs, hauo laid, ss v Bo, Bi for vs if 

is cauſe would vermir Yin ? And wil) nor 
the Socinian thanx him for this his mitiga- 
tion? 

But if , according to this Principle , enery 
Chriftian without this externall. Guide cap 
(notin ſome perhaps , but ) in 4// theſe Poinrs 
of Faith attain ſuch certainty as he bath 
things moſ# enident to ſenſe or Reqſdn , how 
doth he ſtand in need of conſulting , or con. 
forming ro-the ſenſe of the Primitive Ca- 
tholics Church? 


XXV. PRINCIPLE. 


25. No man who firmly affents to any 
thing as true can at the ſame time entey- 
rain any ſaſpition of the falshood of it , far 
that were 10 make him certain and vs- 
certain of the ſame thing : It is therefore 
abſard to ſay , that thoſe who are certain of 
what they believe , may at the ſame time 
not know but that it may be falſe: which 
is an apparent contradittion andowerthrow es 
4ny fro in vs of judging of truth or 


falsbood, 


1. This Princjple is cuidenc ;, and - 
granted. Bur ſuch certainty is nor appli- 


cable 


EG 


_ as ally rhac a.full and 

Log free from doubting ( as 

where no Reaſons: offer them(elues wo 

perſwade vs to the contrary )'\ma 

yielded to a thing as- true , wh pe 
really falſe,, and at the ſame time. rw fe 
picion be enterrained ef the falthood of FA 


XXV1I PRINCIPLE. 


26, W harehcr neceſſarily prones 4 thing v6vri. 
to. be_true , dath as the. Hime prove is : 
po. SFr Þ #3 1mpoſ< 

nd pou ns. Thofwe Irue and 
Pale atche 


alſent 


fo. imp my the med, i Fr. 


[This Propoſition i Is granted. Bur one © 
who aſſcucs firmly in- generall. co che 
whole Dodrine of the Ghoſpell, > What 
Dy gs ontgt Spins 

biliry of che: of ic}, or an 
part of it-,'doth.nor therefore —_ 


ache ſenſe i che © 

Lerter of this , wh d 
and (to vic. the. A Rles Phy &) hard 
to be wader/ffood , and that in roo 
hazardinig datanation, if miſtaken. 

Thereforeme thinks theDoor should 
here allow thus much ar leaſt ; Thar 
4ll thoſe, who after their peruſing the 
ſcripruxes rhink chemſclucs not certain 
of irs ſenſe, are obliged ( ag”; 
ding the ſilence. of theſe c 
Principles herein ),ro repair to, the Di- 
rection of theſe Exrernall Guides, and 


Point of Fairh 


t0 follow. their Faith. Now fuck non- 
ndors to Cortainty , according co 

fe Dottor of ic ſerr Sinn do- 

low in: Conſid. ots-Princ, 29; I fuppo- 


fe are the greareſt pare of Proceſtancs 
XXVII, PRINCIPLE. 


Rr", Th natore of Cettainty doth: receias 
Sapp 1:42 won as core 
- nature. of the Proof , or ti 
of the cafſent. Thus Belle a 
raivty y 8 JENS, eithir #3 it 3s 


theſe-roo-nor taken ar aduencure, and By 


| ot Thr ap nec 


receine : Ore rw apftma big 


a 
res 


A % = . * 
"OW £ —_— - 


r de - 


\eree of cerrainty in the ſame 2s 
CMORALL Certainty # I 

rer Probabilities of one fiae, Ver. 
In oe ſenſe we offert prey 'Certainty 
of Chriſtlan Faith 9 be M UE: not. 
in the let. 


This Principle is granted , if i impor- Conf. 
ting ohaly , that Chriſtians has ,or may * 
hauc a fiiciend certain” and infalli- 
ble -Euidence 'of the Truth "of their 
Chriltianiry. 


Bur notwithſtanding this ; CholGaps may 
be deficient'in a ief of ſeidcrall ne. 
celfary Cer da Pedic Gwe if de- 
ſtitureo thare lible there- 
in, And the [1 Divine. Affiftance , 
and fo ; Top oaotona' in wy + this 
Guide being ared in the crjptures , F) 
Catholick bong once learnt this. Point Point of 
Faith , from-irs D s and Exp 
becomes Eecure and 


68 - Duc Stlliog fleets 


hich are che greateſt er OR. 
k ie Fa ice, and drank 


much arr to  ioaeral intereſts: 


'XXVIIL PRINCIPLE. 


-* Suze, 28, A Chrifian being thus certain tg 
the higheſt degree of a firm aſſent that the 
ſcriptures are the W ordof God, his Faith ;, 
thereby reſolued into the ſcriptures as jnto the 
rule and meaſure of what hee 5 10beliene, ,, 
it is into the F eracity of God, as the groung 

of belicuing what is therein comtained. 


—_— " Both Carholicks and Proteſtants 
profeſs to 'reſolue their Faith-into che 
Word of God and Divine Reuclation 
(or into the ſcriprures, ſo, as is ſaid on 
Principle 14. and,29.,) and make Gods 
Veraciry-the Groundiof theit belief of 
rhe rhings therein, contained, | 
Bur the former reſolae- their, Faith into this 
I XUre, as the ſenſe of ir, where diſputed, 
rod. by the Church, whoſe Faith the 
EF: xn net vs to folow __ Fo whom 
ny , as vguſtin 
7: ng, faith. As [ferry thay reſolue their 
. > rg. Faith' into _ ſeriptute”;; as hi ſence by 
is ulcimarly apprehended and vnderſtood 
EY mo gments : N one: here 120; vic 
Do@ors | vor acne 'vſurping "that 


( 


65 


of 


d. 
of Heaen , in prefer 
Wrerr FOeG #d(fo | 

Arine of the Deity of Ieſus Chriſt, or of the 
Trinity: ) But leaning all ro j HT he 
Socinians ) according to the P the Di- 
wine Lawes : becauſe each member of this ſo= 
ciety is hound to taxe care of his'ſo foul, and all 
things that tend thereto. 

Bur here the Door will permit vs roaſte 
whether exery one is botind to take care of 
his ſoul, fo, as vnder the pretence hereof to 
diſobey their Reſolutions and Inftruftions 
in Faith or Manners, whom God hath ap- 
pointed-/ro taxe care of and to watch oner 
their ſoules., and will require an account of 
them for it. Here therefore. let every one 
raxe_the ſafeſt courſe; and , where there is 
no cuident cetomt Þ always maxe ſure ro 
fide with the Churc 


RXXIX. PRINCIPLE: 


29 No Chriftiancan be obliged, wnder 
"any. pretence of Infallibility , to belieue any 
thing as a" matter of Faith' , but what 
Was revealed by Go himſelfe inthat Book 
wherein he belienes his will to be contained; 
. and conſequently. is -- 2 to reject what- 
ſoewer is 0 Lf to be. impoſed wpon his 
foo which hath no fa only 
Fure 4-0, 5s contrary therets : : Whic 
ij 


reje- 


16.p.58. 


Hebr. 1 3. 
7. 


29.Prive. 


Conſid. 
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Fon 15 ro- making 'N EGATIFVE: 


CARTICLES' OF FAITH ,' bat only ap- 
plying the generall grounds of Faith to 
particular inſtances , as , 1 belieue nothing 
neceſſary to ſaluation bur what” i9\contat- 
ned in ſcripeure ; Therefore #o ſuch parti- 
cular things, which neither are there ,nor 
can be Geet thence. 
| 
1. Here firſt obſerue , That what no 
Chriſtian is obliged. to.. belieue vader 
any pretcnce of Church-1nfallibility, he ' 
is ( much rathes ) nor obliged robelicuc 
vnder any pretence' of Church - Au- 
thority : And that-che Doors freeing 
the Churches ſubjedts *here from rhe 
former, doth ſo from the larer. Tecon- 
cerns therefore his "ſuperiors to look 
ro it whether their-Chaurches and their 
owne Authoriry ſuffers no decrimentc* 
particularly from this Principle, Imean,* 
ſo as it tant be: applied to private mens 
practice. | 
2. Nexr obſerue , That che Expre(- 
ſion. ( What is reuealed by God , Oc.) 
as it is applicablero perſons , muſteicher 
mean, Whar ſfach- perſon only thinks, 
belienes, Ot is perſcraded ro be reutaled 


Kc. 'or \, what ſuch perſon © arpeinly 


kavws 00: 
may 'be-ſayd of 'the later 'ex| 
(whathath no foundation What 5s con- 
trary) P 
Now as cither of theſe two Addi- 
tions are made , a great alreration is 
made in the Principle, and wharinthe 
one Addition is true, in the other may 
be falſe. As for example when a cul- 
pable Ignorance belicues ſomerhing 
that is enjo by this Authority-not 
to be in Gods W ord , which 
indcedis {o., and ſo-rejets ir, here ſuch 
at is not- juſtifiable. V 
therefore ic ſeems w/e (ng 
exa&t diſtinion, rthar ' if the Poor 
- one uy of the one , rn 
Knowledge , it may nor be miſapplyed 
by any. to the other, namely, a belicf 
or full perſwaſion. For ſo,menfſer onco 
vpon cxamiining well in ſuck high my- 
ſeries their ow ne Certainty , will, I con- 
ceiue , never find juſt cauſe to reje& 
what this Church-Auchority,to which 
they' owe obedience , recommends to 
them vpon Her Cerzaimy.. 
.Bur:ro take Exprefſions as they = 
For che firſt Parr ofthis Principle , chus 
much: is granted , Ther ING can 
Wy 
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be obliged, under any pretence of Infalliabt- 
lity , to believe any thing as « marter of - | 
Faith , but 'w hat is revealed by God him | 
Fee /elfe tn his Word, W ritten or Viiwrit- 
2:6 ren, both which che DoQorelſewhere 
* allowes to be of the ſame Value, ſo it 
be cuidenc they are his Word. W here 
I adde way ritren becauſe though ir 15 
granted -before , on Principle 14. that 
the Word written, or Book of ſcrip- 
rures contains all choſe Points of Faith 
that are ſunply neceſſary to be of all 
perſons belicued for atraining laluation; 
Yer ſome Articles of a Chriſtians Faith 
there may þe that are not there con. 
tained , which may be alfo' ſecurely 
preſerued' in the Church by Eccleſia- 
ſticall Tradition , both- W'ritren and 
Vnwritten , deriucd at firſt from che 
Apoſtolicall ; as for exatnple , this by 
Proxeſtancs confeſſed ;17has theſe Bookes 
of ſcripture are; the W ord of Gad. I fay 
thus much is granred. Forno Chutch- 
Infallibilicy is now- pretended , but only 
in declaring what this Word of. God 
deliuers , requirerh;, aythorizeth; and a 
Carholicks whole Faith is groun 
on. Diuine-Reuclation : where 
ſuch pretended Infallible Churgh-Au- 


chority an gr wand, oy 
=—__ ata ich irſelfeon 
”7 ord of God, the lawfulneſs 
of it. 


The Conſequence alſo is 
rs That a C —_— is rejedt 
po On offred to be impoſed eh 
yay hath no ys 3h 
— or Gods Wed. as wear tf 
ned; or js contrary thereto, (char is, w ich 


is certainly known- ro ſuch Chriſtian - 


ro be fo) cher bein no marrer of 
Faith enjoyned Authority , but 
uh» proendes ro be fo founded. 


But then,ſuchChriſtian, where not infallibly 
certain | ir, ought to fubmir to the judg- 
ment of this | Authority for the Knowing 
what things are revealed in this Word , and 
what are contrary to , of not founded in it, 
and (-to vſe-the DoQtors Expreſſion *)'ro'be 
Lrided by the ſenſe o Mo ries Wiles mi it is inter- 
preted by by this Elſe a miſtaxen and 
culpably ignorant belict herein , will no way 
juſtify his difobedience. No more then the 
Socinians contrary belief juſtifies himagainſt 
the Decrees of the Church in thoſe Points 
which yer- he belieues wor to be founded in. 
Gods word-, and rejeQs as contrary. 

And the Door els-where.to expreſs.and $2; 


eb F7- 
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curb.ſuch exttinagant abd capricious beliefs, pee. 


Uladzo call in for the inte 
15 LO 8727 
ture to. them , the concurrent. 
mitine » the common. Reaſon of Mane 
Kind (that ſuppoſeth Scripture the Rule of Faith) 
the conſent bob and learned men. And on 
their fide who diſbelieue this Authority , he 
calls for no leſs then Demonſtration ; and 
this nor ſome js goes Argument miſcalted 
ſo, but which being propoſed to any man and 
vnderſtood , the a. cannot chooſe\put inw are 
dly aſſent thereto , that is , thar every reaſo. 
nable man vnderſtanding the rerms., aſſenrs 
to, ( But how this , and ſenerall orher things 
which haue —_ rimes from the Do- 
Qors pen, do | with cheſe- Principles, 
and ſome other Tenets of bis;Qr how the 
ſenſe of Scripture in all Neceſſaries, is ſo aſk 
and intelligible to cuery fincere endeauourer 
as that he bath ſuch Demonſtration , for it, 
as that no rationall man hearing ic, can dil. 
ſent from ir , I cannot vnderraxe to giue a 
SatisfaQory account. Mean while, ſuch Pro. 
reſtants as perhaps may caſt their eyes on theſe 
Papers , may do well to confider , whether 
vpon ſuch a Demonſtratiue Certainty in the 
Points controuerted as this , it 4s that they 
oppoſe Church-Authority , reaching them 
otherwiſe, 
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: P Y inciples , 3 d. T5: 
geen fe we ſooner. 
ro credit then,any other ,, rouching whar'is 
the concurrent teſtimony of the Primitine Church, 
in caſe this any debate. And if, as he 
ſays , Particular perſons are nor to deparr 
fromrhis judgment of Authority till they hane 
Demonſtration, thar is , their own certainty 
and 1nfallibility , as to ſuch Point, to: shew 
againſt ir ; then we need nor ſeex for our 
Lords Patent of the Churches Infallibilsty for © 
their, or our ſubmiſſionto ir, tell the | Pho 
ſers of its judgment , for the Pbinrs they diſ- 
ſenr in, produce theirs. | kane £-S1 Bt 

Here then we ſee the DoRor getts as near 
to at; Tuternall Infallible , or ar leaſt Au. 
thenticall Proponent, as his canſe andintereſt 
will permitt him : Hoping by his requiring 
Demonſtration, and introducing Common Rea- 
fon, and Wiſe and learned men , and Promitiue 
Church, to shaxe his hands of ſo many Sefta. 
riſts, who moleſt his owne Churches peace 
ypon. the account of this his Propoſition , 
or ſomething lixe it , vis. thag,no Chriſtian 
is bound , vnder what ener pretence of Church 
Authority , to belieue that which is not reuea- 
led in Gods Word ; andis bound to rejet what 
euer is offred to be imposd wpon his Faith, 
that is contrary , or hath no ground in Gods 
Word , &c, And you muſt lertt them judg of 
both theſe, | 


For the .laſt part of chis 29. Principle 5.60. 
(That ſich Rejection is no making Nege- 


tive Articles of ' Faith ) 1 grant , that a' 
þ 4 impolition'of a Belicf- 


rejeting of | 
of ſuch a Poſiriue Point , or the refu- 
ſing to admit ir as an Article of their 
Faith' (which may be done whilſt they 
eyther ſuſpend their judgment concer- 
ning it, or alſo acknowledg the truth 
of it , ſuppoſed no Diuine Reuclarion) 
if this were all the Proceſtancs do, is 
not therefoue making the Negative of 
it an Article of their Faith. Bur mean 
while , the rejefting any ſuch Pofitiue 
from their Faith , as nor only vntrue, 
bur- contrary to the Scripture, is making 
or declaring che Negatiue of it an Ar- 
ticle of their Faith ; becauſe it makes 
this Negariue athingreuealed in Scrip- 
cure, and ſo a matrer of Faith, (though 
I do nor ſay , an Article neceſſary to 
Saluation.,) And therefore perhaps ir 
was,that rhe DoCtor in the Reaſon he 


annexeth (That they only apply the Gene- 


rall erounds of Faith to particular inftan- 
ces ,&c.) mentions indeed ſuch Pofiri- 
ues as arc zeyther in , nor may be deduced 
from the Scripture , but warily omits 
ſuch as are pretended contrary to Scrip- 
ure. ON 
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+ Now that Proteſtants 

theſe Poſitiies th ap = rnb. as 
rive ; See for Prrgevacy, EG fog. 
ges, Inuocation of Saints , Indulgences , in 
the Artide of the Church of England 22. 
For Worrs of Supere ion Arti.14, For 
Publicx Prayer or Mini of the Sacra- 
ments in a Tongue: not vnderſtood-by the 
mayo Art.' 24. Sacrifice of the Maſs; Arr. 

ranſubſtantiation. Art, 28. And to this 
Belief of the Negatives of them as contai- 
ned in Scripture , all the Members: of the 
Church of 'England-, or ar leaſt the Cl 
ſcem' to. be-by-their Canons as tritly obli. 
ged (though To arg nes 
url 'f atidhcd 


' allow and aexnowledg all the Articles ( and 


declare their waſtqned ofine ro them | dhd this 


for e ns xr Gann rarer 
as fo ebniy Fat - wk ar ns 
ro' the Pofirives : who. are-no ſuch-way 
god #49 Church ta: ſach a wan Be.. 
ief of all-her- Poſiriues:;7a5s that. a'Perſon 
neſcient 'of them cannot _be {aued-, or that 
the explicit pence apes them is A 
(though alwaysin ſome meaſure beneficiall ir 
11) 36 Sahbarion: Bur | ee ry wt 
ro Saluation;/thatariy Subjedt of the-Churc 
xnowing/thenr-ro þe::determined-:by .her , 
obey ber Definitions ,; atd not. reje&t-ar diſ- 
ſent fromirhem:. Such *Diſobedicnce Wits 
conceanataibreach of /Gods' Command, 


api 6 


os 


with it) vnder theſe terms, To flv Hues 
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Can. 46. 


ſo theſe fore-cired,) agreable to Gods Word. To mdces. 


And from'rhis. ( if I:may be indulged to: 5.6: 


&s..... 


Roman. . 
Idol p. 52+ 
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Idolatry. 'p. 52. which he ſays: be could noe 
hitherto procure from Catholixs , though he bath 
often requeſted itviz. Why the biliening- of 
all the Ancient Creeds , and leading 4 good 
life may not be ſufficient to Saluation , vnleſs 
one 'be 'of the Communion of the Church 
of "Rome ? Where if he will allow me 
here, for auoyding by diſputes/, ro change 
theſe Words ( Communion of - the\Church of 
Rome) into (the Communion of the RomanCa+ 
rholicx Church; and 2: will giueime leauc to 
vnderſtand «4 good 1ife here, refttained to all 
other daries of a Chciſtian , ſaue thoſe which 
reſpe&t' rhis Communion , elſe if & good life 
de generally taxen , the Doors ſuppolition 
muſt not'be allowed: }Then ianfwer , Thar 
ſach-Beliening and\Leading ſach a life, can. 
no© be \ſufficienr fos DVI. to: ſo many 
perſons as (>!,> without repentance, ey» 
cher att ignorance of their: Obligs. 
tion ro.line in chis Communio#, or xnowin; 

this Obligation: 5 perſiſt in a wilfall-negledt 
ro re-vnite themſelus-ro.ir.. Becauſe all ſich 
perſons hue in a mortall fin vis; Diſobe- 
dience:ito:; and!a»willfull. Separation 'from 
their law fall-and: Canonicall-Ecclefiaſticall 
Superiors/,: whom but 'Lord{ hath ferr over 
them, And this Ga vncepented: ofr, :deſtroys 
Saluarion , being theſame ſo heauily condem- 
nedby our Sauiour(55 non axdieritEcelefiam.) 
NoW:thar: ad. of it is; weithauerea- 
ſon re-fear, fo longas they having opporru- 


nariſt(who ſore ſuchrhi 


for theic Ang Bp. 
ſecuciry Yif we will admitrt S. Auguſtins ſen-. 48. 
riment of it : for thus he direQs his 1 

to them? Nobiſcum eftis in Baptiſmo, 66; that 
is,, Tow are with vs in Baptiſm, you are with 
vs in the Symbol, or Creed, you are with vs 

3n the reſt of our Lords Sacraments (and I 
may ſafely add with regard to ſome of them 

at leaſt , Tow are with vs in a good life ,with 
the former 029 pit ) But in the Spirit of 
Pay and bound of peace, and laſtly", In the 
Catholics. Church you are not with vs : And 

ſo he leaues them ro the punishmenr due to 
thoſe who are our of it, and ſeparated from 
Chriſt its lead,  _ 

To conclude, I aſx this Counter-Queſtion 
concerning a Chriſtian liuing , for le, 
In the Fife Age of rhe Church, Why the be. 
licuing of the Apoſtles Creed ( as thoſe of 
the firſt Age did ) and leading a good life, 
may not be ſufficient for.Salvation to ſuch a 
one, vnleſs he continue in the Communion 
of his lawfall Ecclefiaſticall Superiots- of his 
owne Age, re niring of himvndec Atathema, 
or pepper tion the deliefnor only of 
the Symbol of the, Apoſtles , bur of all the 
Articles. pf the Athanafian Creed ( as'in the 
beginning and. Concluſion of that Cteediris 
clear they did Here ; what Anſwer the Do. 
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ſuch SSacarſt 1] cannot - 
oe qua 4 firr his own. : 
ere therefore ſuch a Chriſtians buſineſs 
for xnowing. whether he ſtands ſafe as to 
his 'Faith and Life in order ro Saluation, 
ſeems ro be , That he ſeriouſly examin , Whe- 
ther thoſe whoſe Communion he rejeds, are 
the erue Legall Eccleſiafticall Superiors who 
are ſerr ouer him by our Lord, andto whom 
he.is cnjoyned Obedience, and with whom 
he ought ro liue (to vie S. Auguſtins words) 
in the es rag of V nity and bound of peace. 


XXX. PRINCIPLE. 


30. There can be no better way to pre- 
went mens miſtakes in the en of Scrip= 
tare ( which men being fallible are Y Lon 
70) then the confuering the ſe 5K. of 
miſtaking in a matter wherein their Sal- 
Aaficw is concerned : ho there can be no 

ient reaſon' einen why that may not 
ſerae in Fac F- f Faith which God him- 
ſelf hath made fee the means to keep 
men from ſin is ir lines ; ; onleſs any 
ſragin”, that errors in are fary 
more dangerous is mens foulr; then 4 vi- 
ions life is , and therefore” Gid is bound 
to Take more care 1 prevent the ane they 


the other. & 6g 
' Whereas 


Principles , Conſidered. 


Whereas the Dodtor ſays, Thar the .,,z. 
bef way to prevent mens miſtakes in the 55x 


ſence of Scripture is the confudering the 
conſequence of erring in a matter wherein 
their Saluation is concerned : Our dayly 
{ad Expericnce shews , thatthough our 
ſeeing or conſidering rhe dangerous 
conſequence of a miſtake afforts- VS, 
how good ſocuer, yer no certain way to 
preuent it; but our being directed by 
an Infallible Externall Guide, certainly 
doth. And the conſideration of ſuch 
Conſequence, should haſten cuery one 
to prouide this only certain Remedy, 
I mean, in commirting himſelf in fuch 
matters of Faith as arc much diſputed, 
ro the Guidance of men more ſtudied 
and experienced in the Diuine Laws; 
and thar are alſo ſert ouer-him by our 
Lord for this very thing co inſtrut him 


in them. | 


Where in caſe theſe Guides $hall diſagree, 
yet every Chriſtian way eaſily xnow whole 
judgments among them he ought to follow: 
namely , always of that Church- Authority 
that is the Superior , which in moſt caſes is 
indiſputable ;This Eccleſiaſticall Body bein 
placed by the Diuine Providence maps 
Subordination. As here in England it is nor 
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doubted whether we are co pay our Obe- 
dience rather to a Natjonall Synod then to 
a Dioceſan ; to the Arch- Bishop or Primar, 
then ro an Ordinary Bishop or Presbiter ; 
And then, He who hath ſome experience in 
Church aflairs, ifwilling ro taxe ſuch a courſe, 
cannot bur diſcern what way the Major 
part of Chriſtendom , and its Higher and 
more comprehenſiue Councills that have his. 
therto been , do guide him, And the more 
fimple and ignorant , who ſo cah come to 
xnow nothing better, ought to follow their 
example. 


6. & As couching the following Clauſe in 
this Principle, 7 har the ſame means may 
ſerue ta keep men from Error in matters 
of Faith , as is wſed by God to Keep men 
from Sin is their lines. Hereto I add, 
That here God hath taken care by the 
ſame Church-Aurhority ro preſeruc his 
Church inTr&4+, and to reſtrainir from 
Sin: giuing them an cquall Commiſſion 
to teach the ignorant , and to corre 
the Yiciows: And fince their DoQtine 
dire&ts our manners as well as Faith, 
their infallibiliry is as neceſlary for 
—_— praftife , as of ſpeculation. 
or in Opinion alſo may be ſuch, 
45 may be monk get dangerous to vs, 
then tar the preſenta vicigus life , ſup- 


$. 6s. 
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poſing our perfiſtance'1n a right Faith; 
' becauſe we haue our Conſcience ftill 
lefr vncorrupred to reclame vs in the 
larer , bur nor ſo in the former : And. 
there is more hopes of his recouery , 
who- as yer doch ill with a reluQting 
jadgmenr. Some erroneous Opinions ax. 
other alſo are the ordinary ſources and 
ſprings of cuill praftiſes ; and the Do-. 
Qtor cannot but acknowledg this, who 
hath ſpent a conſiderable parr of che 
Book, to which he hath annexed theſe 
Principles , vpon pretending to shew, 
how Roman Errors do induce an euill 
life, and deſtroy Deuotion. 


III. 
The Doftors Canſequences, examined. 
I. CONSEQUENCE. _ 


1. There is no neceſſity at all, or wfe of '- © 
an Infallible Society of mew te 4//ure men 
of the truth of theſe. things of which they 
may be certain without , awd canner have 
any greater aſſurance , ſuppoſing ſuch Infal 
libility to be in them. «14 


F ij 


4 


Conſt. 


».Cenſeg. 
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1. This Conſequence here is voyded, 

9-56. becauſe the Suppoſition , if applicd to. - 
Divine Reuelations and matters of Faith, 
inthe former Principles is nor prooucd. 

2. Bur if che whole were granted, 

This concludes the w/eleſnef{ as well of 
any Eccleſiaſticall Authority to teach men, 
as of an Infallible, to allure men of the 
truth of thoſe things , which , by viing 
only their owne lincere endeauour ( ac- 
cording to the Doors prerence, Prin- 
Ciple 13. ) chey may know without them, 


II. CONSEQUENCE. 


2. The Infallibility of that Society of 
men who call. themſeleus the Catholick 
Church , muſt be examined by the ſame Fa- 
culties in man , the ſame Rules of tryall, 
the ſame Motiues by which the Infallibi- 
lity of any Dinine reuelation is. 


This Conſequence , couched only in 
generall rerms, is granted in the ſame 
manner asthe 6. Principle is, changing 
( muſt ) here into ( may.) 


Bur then of many things examined and 
diſcouecred by the ſame way or means], ſome 
are much more caſily þy. euery one cxaini- 


_ Principles, Conſidered. 
ned- and diſcouered then ſome others, as the 
Euidence for them in this means are er. 
So Holy Scriprures belicued ſuch relies. 
uerſall Tradition , may be much clearer in 
ſome Articles of our Faith , then in others: 
And ſome Diuine Reueclations may be ſo ob. 
ſcurely expreſſed there , or inuolued only in 
their Principles, as-that ſome wear capaci- 
ties cannot difcern them , which yer in the 
ſame Scriptures may diſcouer the Authori 
of the Church and its promifed Diuine At- 
filtance and Infallibil:ry in neceffaries , and 
ſo from thence learn thoſe other, Of which 
Church and its Infallibility clear in Scripru- 
res, for all neceſſaries, and for deciding other 
Poinrs more obſcure therein, thus writes S, 
Avguſtin in his Diſpute with rhe Donatiſts Aug. 
concerning the obſcure Point of Rebapriza- 72. 
tion : Luoniam ſacrs Scriptura fallere non po- 1. 1.c.35/ 
teſt , &c. Since the Holy Scripture cannot de- 
ceine (vs )let whoſoener is in fear of being de- 
ceined by the obſcurity of this Queſtion , con- 
ſult the ſame Church about it , which Church 
the Holy Scripture doth without all ambigns. 
ty demonſtrate. And before , Earumdem Scrip- 15d. 
turarum etiam in has re a nobis tenetur ve. 
ritas , cum , &c. That is, The truth of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures is held by vs in this matter ( or 
Point of Rebaprization ) when we do that 
which has pleaſed the V niverſall Church , 
(-that is which had been ſtared concerning 
that Point by the Church ) which the Autho- 
rity of the Scriptures themſelues does commend; 
"that ſince , &c, Thus writes S. Auguſtin. All 

F ijj 
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"which is falſe and ſayd ro no purpole, if the 
Scxiproce be not clear in this, That this 
h can derermine ' nothing in ſuch im- 
portant Conteſts contrary to the verity of the 
Scriprures , and that we ought to giue credir 
to what he decides ; for then it would nor 
be true what he ſays, The trath of the ſame 
Scriptures in this matter is held by vs : and, 
He who is in fear to be deceive by the ob- 
ſturity of this Queſtion , is no way relicued 
in following the ſentence of the Church. 
Now if it be further aſked, Amongſt thoſe 
ſeuerall Modern oppoſit Communions, which 
do equally invite men jnro their Society by 
the Name of the Church , Which of them is 
ſo Diuinely atreſied ; there are beſide the 
Deſcriprion made of it in —_— , hot ap- 
plicable ro other pretended Churches , and 
frequently vrged by the ſame: Father againſt 
the Donatiſts, There ate, I ſay , ſufficiently 
certain rational] Euidences and Marxs thereof 
left ro Chriſtians , whereby the ſober Enqui. 
rer after it, cannor be pers Brea 
I mean nor here thoſe Marxs of the true 
Church though true Marxs alſo) the queſt 
of which men are ſert vpon by Proteſtants, 
viz. True Doftrine , and a right admins- 
ftration of the Sacraments , A Queſt or Tryall 
that can neuer be made an end of , being a 
rasK to £now all the Truths in Chyyſtianity 
firſt, before we can xnow the Church : When 
as the Enquirer ſeexs after the Church, which 


as 'S. Auguſtin ſayrh , the Scripruce demon- 


ftrares, that by ir he may: come to xxgow the 
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Truths, Bur 1 mean thoſe other Marxs men- 
non'd by $. Auguſtin in the Boox he wrote 
of the Benefir of believing the Church, viz, 
Sequentinm multitado , &c. The multitude of _. 
ber followers , the (onſont of Nations , her con. xpig 
Antiquity , &e. Which Church hath deſcended *on<en 
( vifibly ) from (Chriſt himſelf by bis Apoſtles 144 
vio Vs , and from vs will deſcend to poſteri. ore 
iy , &c. And which by che Confeſſion of Man- 14.16.17 
xind from the Apoſtolicx See by ſucceſſion of 
Bizhops hath obtained the ſupreme top of An- 
therity , whilſt Hereticss on 4ll "a arxed 
againſt her in vain, and were ffill condemned 
partly by the judgment euen of the common 
People, artly by the ( venerable) gravity of 
Councills , and parily alſo by the Majeſl of 
Miracles , (that is, by Micacles done in this ,,... 
Charch afrer the Apoſtles rimes ; of ſeuercal} c.D.7. 
'of which, $. Akin himſelf was an cye- _ 
wirneſs , and of forne an mſtrument. L.9.0.7. 
The fame Farther repeats much-what che —_— 
fame in another Boox of his , De Ynitaze «29. 
Eccleſia againft rhe Donariſts,a Sed in Africx, 74.44 
Non ft obſema &neftio , 8c. It is no obſears 5. 
ueſtion , ſays he , ( viz, which is the true «.25- 
Church in which theſe may deceine you +: who 
according fs owr Lords predifflen thall come 
and ſay , Behold hers is Chriſt , behold be is 
rhere behold he is in the Deſart , as itt Fi 
Where the multitude is nor great. The 
tire was, when the Reformation were con- 
frrained ro vic the lixe phrafes , and alſo ts 
appiyro theraſctaes rhar Texr, Fearnes little 
lors } Bug you heave @ Chureh oo: i 
my 


Idem 


cont. Ep. 
Fund.c.4. 
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in the- Scripture ) to be ſpredd through all Re- 
gions , and to grow ſtill (in Conuerſion of Na- 
rions ) t4{ the harueſt : You hane a City concer- 
ning which he that was the Founder of it , 
ſayd , A City built on a Hill cannot be hid. 
This 4s the Church therefore , not in ſome cor- 
ner of the earth ; but enery where moſt Known, 
Now [ hope none will thinx fitt ro apply 
theſe Scriptures more to S. Auguſtins time 
then to any other , or to the preſent : For, 
by the ſame reaſon , the Donariſts might here 
haue counter-applied them to ſome other , 
and not to S. Auguſtins rimes, 

Much what the ſame is iterated 
again by this Father ( and three Teſtimonies, 
I hope , wilt eſtablish this matter ) where he 
rells the Manicheans what retained him in 
the boſome of that Church from which they 
ſtood ſeparated , Vt omittam Sapientiam , &c. 
thatis , That I may emitt that Wiſdome, (viz, 
the Mars of true DoQtrine) which you do not 
belieue to be in the Catholics Church ; there 
are many ether things which moſt juſtly Keep 
me in her boſome. The conſent of peoples and 
N ations Keeps me there. Authority Ac by 
Miracles , confirmed by Antiquity Keeps me 
there, T he Sutceſſion of Paſtors , from the Seat 
3 ſelf of S. Peter (to whom our Lord after his 
Reſurreftion recommended his Sheep to be fedd 
by him ) vnto the preſent Bishop , Keeps me 
there. And laſtly , the very Name of Cathos, 
licx heeps me there , &c, Here are S$, Augu- 
ſtins Marxs to find our the Church from 
which men were to. learn the Truch,, whilfh 


meiples, Confidered. $9 
propoſed ro ſcuerall perſons and Sets, always 
the ſame. 5 
And theſe are the Euidences in Tradition, 
and in thoſe other commonly call'd Aforines 
of Credibility , which in themſelues ſeeme 
nor juſtly queſtionable , that will afford a 
ſufhcient Certainty to cuery Sober Enquirer, 
whereby he may try and diſcern that preſenr 
Church ,to which now alſo , if in S. Augu- 
ſtins time , Chriſt affords 4 teftimony : and 
which lyeth not in Corners , nor ſtarts v 
after ſome Ages , and vanishes again , bur is 
fixed ab Apoſtolica Sede per ſucceſſiones Epi- 
ſcoporum ; a City ſett on a Hill in the moſt 
extended Vnity of an Externall Communion, 
which no other Chriſtian Sociery can equall; 
4 Candle on 'a Candleſtics , a Perpetuall , 
ereted , Viſible Pillar and Monument of 
Truth , fruſtra Hereticis circumlatrantibus. 
Where alſo according to the diſparity of ſe- 
uerall mens capacities , I ſuppoſe nothing 
more neceſſary then that this Euidence e- 
ceived eyther ? Bin all , or only ſome of theſe 
Notes (to thoſe who haue nor ability to exa- 
min others ) be ſuch as that ir out-weigh any 
arguments mouing him to the contrary; and 
rhelixeEuidence to which is thoughr ſufficiene 
to determin vs in other EleQtions. And then 
this Church thus being found , he may be re- 
ſolued by it concerning the Sence of other 
Diuine Revelations more dubious , and ge- 
nerally all other Scrupules (= Religion : to 
witr , ſo farr as this Church from time to 
timeſceth a necefliry of ſach Reſolution, and 
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the Diuine Reuclation therein is to her ſaf- 
ficiently clear ; only if ſuch perſan , not ſpen- 
ding ſo much of his own judgment , will af- 
ford, inſtead of it, a little more of his Obe- 


I. CONSEQUENCE. 


3-Cnſey 3. The lefs connincing the Miracles , the 


more doubtful the Marky, the more obſcure 
the Sence of eyther what is called the 
Cartholick Church , or declared by it, the 
eff reaſon hath any Chriftian to beliewe 
<©/pon the account of any who call themſelues 
by the name of the Catholick Church. 


Allthis is true, vpon ſuppoſition thar 
matters ſtand as the Doftor would pre- 
rend: but ſuch ſuppoſition being ground- 
teſs , he mnft giue me leauc to inuerr 
his Conſequence , and fay : The more 
connincing the Miracles (if any credit for 
cheſe may be giuen to Church-Hiſtory) 
the more evident the Marks ( euen now 
ginen by S. Auguſtin and modern Ca- 
tholick Writers; } the more clear and 
»enifeft (euen co fimple perſons, who 
with much difficulty in ſcuerall places 
comprehend the Senſe of controug- 
ted Scripture ) 3s che Catholiek Church's 
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( whole Repreſcncatiue are rhe ſubor- 
dinare Councills , and whole Gouet- 
nors the ſcuerall Degrees of che Eccle- 
| flaſticall Hierarchy , aſcending to the 

Prime See of $. Peter; ) and the more 
clear alſo the Points declared by it, ( viz. 
in theſe Councills, whoſe Decrees (up- 
poſe rhar of Trent ) if queſtioned for 
cheir Truth , are nor for their perſpi- 
cuity, and particularly in the Points of 
Concrouerly they aflembled to deter- 
min between. Proteſtants and Catho- 
licks ;) the more reaſon hath any Chriſtian 
zo beliewe wpon the account of thoſe who 
call themſelaes by the Name , and chal- 
lenge the High Priuiledges ( which no 
other Separarcd Sociryes of Chriſtians 
do ) of the Catholick Church. 


IV. CONSEQUENCE. 


4. The more abſurd any Opinions art , cmſes. 


and repugnant to the firſt Principles of 
Senſe k/4. Reaſan which po Cheek ob- 
trudes pon the Faith of men; the greater 
reaſon men {till hane to reject the pretence 
of Unfallibility in that Charch , as 4 grand 


Impeoſture. 
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The Higher any Points of Faith be, and 


' the more remote from Senſe and natural 


Reaſon, or , not comprehenſive by rhem, 
which ſach Church as is named before, 
(and in the higheſt capacity of it, Ge- 
nerall Councils ) rode 37 ro the Faith of 
Chriftians , the more noble exerciſe they 
haxe of their Faith , whilſt chey haue an 
abundant certainty alſo that ſuchLeaders 
can miſguide them in nothing neceſ- 
fary to Saluation. 4nd no reaſon haze 
they , upon ſach improbabilities. or contra- 
dictions to Senſe or naturall Reaſon , 
ro ſuſpett or be jealous of the Churches In- 
fallibility as an Impoſfture ; which Church 
they ſee, through whar ecuer obſtacles, 
faithfully adheres ro the Diuine Ora- 
cles, how incredible ſocuer ro Nature; 
and may be thought, becauſe ir ſeems 
not ſwayed or hindred by theſe ar all, 
ro vie more integrity in her judgment, 
and fidelity ro the Diuine Reuclations. 


Yer this is not ſayd, as if the judgment of 
our Sences , appointed by God the Inſtru. 
ments ( by _ or reading them ) of con- 
veying Faith and his Diuine Reuelations to 
vs , affords not a ſufhkcient Naturall Cer- 
rainty or — , whereon to ground 


our belief in all choſe things ſubje& ro our 


» 
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Senſes , Rae pos Divine Power doth 
interpoſe: But only. 1. That where the Di- 
uine Power worxcth any thing Supernatu- 
rally, that is, contrary to our Senſes, (as it may 
no doubt) here we are not to belicue them: 
And this , 1 thinx, none can deny : 2. And 
next , That we are to belicue this Diuine 
Power doth ſo, ſo often as Certain Diuine 
Reuelation tells vs ſo , Though by the 
ſame ſenſes if rells us ſo, Ve belieuing our 
Senſes, that it tells vs ſo , when we do not 
belieue the ſame Senſes for the thing which is 
contrary to what ir tells vs ; The truth of 
which Divine Reueclation we are to learn 
from Gods Church , infallibly aſſiſted in ne- 
ceſlary Faith. 

For otherwiſe Lot and his Daughters were Se $:ut- 
not to credit the Diuine Revelation ( ſuppo- 7X: 
ſing that Divine Hiſtory then written and 1.z. | 
extant) that the ſceming Men who came to 54 
Sodome were Angells, becauſe thiswasagainſt cou 
their Senſes, Now here , would he argne ?.-7- 
well , who becauſe Lots fight was aQtually Tilerfum, 
deceiued vpon this Supernaturall accident, in 7-375- 
taxing the Angells to be Men , as certainly 
it was , from hence would inferr , that the 
Apoſtles had no ſufficier Certainty or ground, 
from their ſeeing our Lord, to believe him 
riſen from the Dead 2 Or thatno Belief eould 
euer be certainly grounded vpon our Senſes? 

Nor thar Chriſtians haue any certain Foun- 
dation of their Faith? 

For a Naturall or Morall Certainty , though 
ſuch as is per porentiam Dininam fallible and 
ercable , and is to be belieued to err where 


9 
- 


5.Confegq. 


F 
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ener we hane Divine Reuclation for it, not 
elſe, I ſay, « Certainty ( h not ſuch an 
one as cannat bly be falle , but which 
according to the Laws of Nature and the 
common manners and experience of men js 
not falſe ) is ſufficient on which ro ground 
ſuch a Faith as God requires of vs , inreſpe& 
of rhar Certainty which can be derjued from 
humane Senſe or Reaſon, and which ſerucs 
for an IntroduCtine to the relyance of this 
our Fajth vpon ſuch Revelation as is belieued 
by vs Dinine ; and which if Divine, we xnow 
is not poſlibly fallible ; In reſpe@ of irs re- 
tying on which Revelation , an infallible 
Obje , and nor for an Infallible Certainty, 
as to the Subjed& , it is , that this our Faith 
is denominated 4 Dinine Faith, Now this 
Naturall or Morall Certainty , is thougke 
ſufficient for the firſt Rationall IntroduQtiue 
and ſecnrity of our Faith , not eoly by the 
DoRor in his 27. Principle, but alſo by Ca- 
tholicx Divines in their DiſCourſes of the 
Prudentiall M otines. | 


V. CONSEQUENCE. 


| F. To diſown what is taught by ſach & 
Charch , is not to queſtion the Y eracity of 
God , but ſo firmly to adhere to that , in 
what he hath reacaled in Scriptures , that 
men dare not , out of lowe to their ants, 


reject what is ſo 14% ghr. 


Church, as wehave here 

will be to deſert what God hath rexcaled 
in the Scriptures ; the true meaning of 
which Reuelations , when controuer- 
red, we are to recciue from it. And 
lo men oveht not , out of loue to their 
fouls , rejetF what is r/o taught. 


Pri 
To diſawn hoes is 146 
os veg A, 


VI CONSEQVENCE. 


6.7 how ch nothing were 0 be believed as the 6.Canſrq. 


Will of God, but what is by the Caths- 
lick Church declared ts be /o: Tetthis doth 
wor at all conterne the Church of Rome, 
which neyther is the Catholick. Church, 
ner axy ſaund part or member of it. This 
may ſuffice torhew the validity of the Prim. 
ciples ov which the Faith of Pyoteffants 
Sands , and the w ——_——_ 
Church of Rem. From all x xn 
that re. a7 nothing 6. Senadry) 
race , weaknef of j Xe , 
prejudice, or fo a { paſſun , which 
makes any one farſake the Communion 0 
the Church of England, ts embrace that of 
the Charch of Rome. 


If nothing is to be beliened as the Will "5, 


$-73- 
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of God, but what is by the Catholick Church 
declared ra be ſo : and the Declarations. © 
of the Catholick Church be taken 
from her Councills ; and, in Concills 
diſſenting , from the more Vniuerſall 
and Generall , ( the conſtant way of 
the Churches Judgment, ) this Church 
Catholick , as ro ſuch Councills and 
Courts Eccleſiaſtical! hath neuer been 
ſeuered from the Roman and S. Perers 
Chair. 

And this may ſuffuce to chew the weakneſ 
of thoſe Principles on which the Faith of 
Proteſtants ſtands , and the Y alidity f thoſe 
of the Church of Rome. From which it 

folbws, that if' there be no willfull Teno- 
rance , nor ſinfull Paſſion , nor ſtrength of 
prejudice and ſecular intereſt in our 
Countreymen, Yet it muſt be ar leaſt 
much #egle# of examining thingswhich 
moſt concerne them, and divertingtheir 
thoughts vpon other employments , or 
conuerſang with ſuch Aurhors and Tea- 
chers as confirm ro them thoſe Opinions. 
in which rhey were educarcd, and the 
like , that detains them fill in a Commus- 
aion divided , and this not very long 
ſince, from the Catholick. | 
As to the-DoRors impuring only to 
Tenorance, 


any ocher Proceſtancs Sect: condemned 
by it: All which Sefts forthe DoQrines 
hold , and Contronerlies' they 


ro the Clounels ofebcInfibl: Mo 


aaa wan hogs v8 ible yaco their 
fincere cndeayoars, clinc , as fal- 
lible, all other Eccleſiaſtical Authori- 

oO | C's 

So Wolxetius for the Socinians (as the Do- 5.54. 
} Cor for the Church of England) ſayth, Que 7% < 


de Fide , &c. T hoſe things which are to 'be nelig. 1. 
efabliched touching Faith 1m Chriſt , are mani- 5*7: 


feſt in the Scripanres. And Again, Deus. qui 
Lelgionem CrifoFuam, baung de- 
rermined that Chriſtian Religion chall continue 


till:the end of the world , has taxen care that 
there should be" always extant ſuch 4 Mean 
by which it may be certainly, xzowen , as farr 
43 5s neceſſary to Saluation, But ne ſuch Mean 
io #xtaxt except the. Holy Scriptures. To the 


OF 


ſame purpoſe rellws another Socinian, ſays, 

Has ſemenia. Kc, This Doftrix (by oy Grlid.de 
« Divinity is denyed ) 4s fupporred by = 2x 

nxry mary andthe i; yet nh T eftimonies Baſe. 

of Holy Scripes et cs 
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bor ebmenoger 
.Qor.in-the- mean avhile-caicring that ' by 
which the former. Learne& Defenders of his 
\Chaurch viſually haue juſtified 5r againſt hem, 


'rhemſelyes ; the Clearngh of ſuch Seriprace, 
-how gear ſoever 'on one fide , can; be made 
*no Inſtrument of Conniftion tothe vther. 


A. w %+*4 

» on. 
- J "> z+4 « +44. D * & 
England. , mare the 
- * GY, + 'E \ 


ir: che Do- 


namely., the Church. of Englands adbering 


to the Traditiondll Expokuion and Senſe of 


iprure teceived from the PrimitiueChuirch: 
This, -ſay, -he omitred , per beeauſe it 


Injulfebblrye. il 1d 15 d29 2 6 he: 
ther do the Principles here Iayd down, 

»ord any effeQuall way or means in this 

"Church of 'ſupprefling 'or - comvifting.” an 


bw a little of Gharch- 


- Schiſm,SeQ, or Hereſy,or reducing themty.. 
ther to ſubmiſſionof Ju 


where both fides contend Scriprure clear for 


. 


Here thetefore' all things "muſt be'proſecu. 
red further rhen -Scriprure,'to'a ("Dic Fe- 


 clefte?) Tell the* Church +and foto a ( Si aktem 
Eceleſram non utdierit) But if he will not bear 
the 'Oburch '; let him be'to thee as 'a Heathen 


avrd Publican, '* 


If then it is the Churches Authority" that 
moſt reQify ſuch dierſity of Opinions, one 


'wonld thinx \that- this 'onght ro have beech 
firſt eftadlivhed-, inſtead of ſeauing every Fart. 


þ R 


and. _— lixe 20 wane bay ore b» 
this ne fog wigs Doe Mera 


Infullibilioys xe men,if only ſincere 
Fant hg of Nedertandins Holy Vrite, 
als f. ſame; Nvoeſſaries. | 4 
isis done, which cauſerh till more Salts, 
nm 
| z na y, 
ro'ghe.liccrate and lefs intelligent commog 
ſorrpfpeople) Humility, Obedience, Subaiſs 
Gon of judgment ro therrSpirituall Paſtors and, 
Governors , whom. our: Lord. hath: ardained 
by due Succeſſion to continue $0 the 1nd ob6'* 
the world 'on'purpole. to.expound the Sctigh- 
tures .; and our ,of theſc 20. reach rhean alk 
Net - y_ Ryo , and 40 hep 
them ſtable a mr bei 96.578 
fro with every wind of Dothrin bn AREAEOES 
cious Fancies may imagin there, hey 
: Informing 'them , that they arc't6 
art of theſe Paſtors , the rrue-Senſe of Goda, ' 


yrmebke OR hings are ſo little ſpoxen 
Boer things are fo H 

of, it is no great wonder if vnder rhe pro- 
retion of fuch contrary Maximes ſpread 
abroad , which were firſt made more currence 


Obedience to a juſt Church-Authority) the 
Broachers of Nev Sefts and'es an- 
cies in Religion , the Contemners of Charch . 
Authority and of the , {who firſt con- 
* eemnet. and vilified themſclues) do dayly in 


theſe parts * gy multiply and en- 
creaſe) Sed1n ;paſter form x hmabom 
Sfhas owes perditas , vt audiant vorem tram: 
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